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Mahon, two or three men came to me with a sub- j 
scription list and a letter addressed to Mr. Bullus and 
myself, which letter was a request to take charge of 
the list and purchase some plate for Com. Elliott. I ie: 
either showed the letter to or told Mr. Bullus of the ~ it 
i : 
i 
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Reported for the Public Ledger. 
NAVAL GENERAL COURT MARTIAL, 





AT PHILADELPHIA. letter at the time. Nothing further was said until 
TRIAL OF COMMODORE ELLIOTT. we neared Lisbon, when, during some pissin 
. Fripay, May 29.—The court met pursuant to ad-| with Com. Elliott, he asked me if I was going to pur- 
journment. Present all its members, the Judge Ad-|chase the plate at Lisbon, I told him yes. He said 
vocate, and Com. Elliott. The proceedings of yes-|he wished I would do so. The day before we got in, 
terday were read. I mentioned to Mr. Bullus to get ready, that we 

Capt. William Boerum, sworn.—[So many of the | Would go on shore as soon as we got in, to look for ' ie 
charges and specifications against the accused as it | Some plate. We arrived on the 3d of January, 1837, 
was purposed to examine the witness upon, were in the evening, at Lisbon; the next morning Mr. 
read. ] , Wells, the commodore’s secretary, brought me a list 

I was first lieutenant of the Constitution when Mr. | of articles which the commodore, he said, wished to : 
Barton was brought alongside wounded. It was|have purchased. I showed the list to Mr. Bullus, is 
reported to me, and I went on deck and inquired | who said those things would cost nearl $2,000. I - 
why they had brought him there; they said it was |put that paper in my pocket, and paid no farther 
by his wish. I asked if he was badly wounded ; they | attention to it. We went on shore, called on the H 
said yes; I called for Dr. Boyd, and requested him} consul and requested him to go with us to look for i 
to see if it was necessary that he should be brought some plate, telling him the object. We went to a : 
on board. Dr. Boyd went to the ganzway and asked ; number of stores, and saw nothing suitable, until we 
some questions of Dr. Woodworth, who had remained came to the two tureens, the price of which was | 








in the boat. He turned to me and said it was neces- about $300; the amount of the subscription list was 


sary. I then ordered the officers of the deck to get ‘about $600. I proposed purchasing one of those tu- 
him on board. He was placed on the starboard side reens, but the man said he could not separate them 
of the half deck, when Dr. B. commenced operating | without charging the workmanship of both on one, 
on his leg. About an hour and a half afterwards, which would make it cost very near $600. After 
Com. Elliott came on board; I followed him to the some conversation with the consul, he thought Com. 
eabin and reported Mr. Barton’s being there. He | Elliott ougiit to know it, that he might urchase the 
asked me why I had admitted him. I told him Dr. other himself; that if the commodore did not take it, 
Boyd said it was necessary. He than told me to send/he would. Both Mr. Bullus and myself objected to 
him out of ‘the ship to the Shark. I went into the|saying any thing to the commodore about it; the 
ward-room and told Dr. Boyd that I was ordered to consul said it was a very customary thing to consult 








SR np eerie oe; 





patra ainpniind-cespr eben 


~—-, 


send Mr. Barton out of the ship. He said it was im- | persons who were about to be presented with any Be 
ossible to remove him; that he must protest against | articles ; that he had himself known of many instan- hie 
it, as it might b2 attended with serious consequences. 'ces, and mentioned them. It was then agreed that ie 


I again went to the cabin and told the commodore | he should speak to the commodore, ) 
what Dr. Boyd said. He replied, that Dr. Boyd must| The next day, or day after, he told me the commo- 
object to it in his official capacity as fleet surgeon.|dore had agreed to take it and pay the difference ; 
I went to the ward room again, and told Dr. Boyd.|I then told him to make the purchase; after this the 
He replied that “I do object to it as fleet surgeon, | commedore and myself had some conversation about 
and as surgeon of this ship. The removal of Mr,|the marking, and a draft for the marking was drawn 
Barton at this time may be attended with the loss of; up by the secretary, in the presence of the commo- 
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his limb at least.”” I bore the message to Com. Elli-| 


ott, who replied, “‘I don’t care, sir, send him out of 
the ship immediately—send him to his own vessel.” 
I went to the ward-room and told Dr. Boyd the order 
had been renewed—that I must attend to it, and he 
had better go to the commodore himself. I then 
went on deck and gave the necessary orders for his 
removal. Some time after this, I was standing by 
the ward-room hatch, on the gun deck, when Dr. 
Boyd passed me a leiter, requesting that [ would 
give it to the commodore, which I did, and Mr. Bar- 
ton was sent away. I saw Mr. Barton on Shore once 
or twice after this, at his boarding house in Smyrna. 

By the Judge Advocate —When I handed Dr. Boyd's 
letter to Com. Elliott I told him who if was from. 
[Mr. Dallas here requested that leading questions 
might not be propounded to the witness. The judge 
advocate had proceeded in the examination in the 
ordinary mode, but Mr. Dallas contending that under 
the circumstances the questions thus put were in as 
leading a form as any other—the judge advocate de- 
sisted. ] 

Some days after this, I had a conversation with the 
commodore, who said that Mr. Barton was-to be 
removed to the shore, and as soon as the doctors 
were ready, tosend the largest boat for that purpose, 
which was done. 

A few days after I rejoined the Constitution at 


dore and myself; I sent that paper on shore to the 
consul, with directions that he would have the plate 
marked; at this time a pitcher and waiter that Com. 
Elliott had purchased at Lisbon were brought on 
board the ship, which was sent on shore again; for 
| what purpose I did’nt know; about the 8th of the 
month Com. Elliott was going on shore, he told me 
the plate was ready, and to send four men for it; he 
mentioned the particular men; he directed that when 
'it came on board to have it placed on the berth deck 
| for the men to look at; this was done, and it remained 
‘there about an hour; it was placed in the cabin, with 
la letter which I wrote; the next day I received Com. 
Peegein answer; when it came on board there were 
| four pieces, two tureens, a pitcher and waiter; some 
‘days after this the bill came on board, the amount of 
‘which I do not exactly recollect now ; before the bill 
‘came there was another subscription paper hanjed 
to me, I believe by Mr. Bullu3, which amounted to 
Py650 ; I told the commodore of the difference between 
the bill and the amount I had, which he made up; 
the money I sent on shore, and got the consul’s re- 





ceipt. 

By Judge Advocate.—All excepting the signatures 
of the men to the lists is in the hand-writing of the 
commodore’s late secretary, then made acting purser 
of the Shark. ' Be lists of subscription, with the 
letters of Capt. Boerum to the commodore, and the 
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commodore’s letter. of reply, acknowledging the re- 
ceipt of the plate, (which is as handsomely expressed 
as it is complimentary of the crew,) were here exhib- 
ited, proved, and read. The copy of the original | 
inscription sent to the engraver was proved to be in 
the hand-writing of Mr. Wells.] 

About a week before we left Mahon, Com. Elliott 
told me he was going to take the animals home in| 
the ship; at the same time told me that if it became | 
necessary at any time to clear the ship for action, the 
animals must all be thrown overboard without hesi- 
tation ; they were brought on board, 22 in number, 
and placed in stalls amidship, with the exception of 
one; after leaving Mahon, those amidship were 
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and placed in charge of the officer of the deck by the 
wheel; after that the noise ceased, and by 2 o'clock 
all was quiet, and by 11 all were in their hammocks ; 
the next-day they were very impatient to get under 
way for Norfolk; about 2 o’cléck we got under way, 
went up and anchored off the hospital at Norfolk 5 
after the sails were fuled some of the men came 
aitand said that they wanted to go on shore; the 
cominodore was then in his cabin, where I went and 
told him; he said, * Very well, eall all those whose 
times are out, and say to them that some of my fam- 
ily are on board, or | would come up myself,” and 
he directed me to say that he was perfectly satisfied 
with their general conduct—that they were now in 


| 

placed between the guns on both sides, except two, | the United States, and he considered their contract 
which were kept abaft the foremast ; we nes in ano-, was at ay _ that —_ might go on shore; I 
ther animal at Gibraltar; on our passage home one, went on deck and delivered it. 
died; the animals remained between the stalls until} Ly the Judge Advocate.—I first knew of the inten- 
we landed them at Hampton ; we anchored in Hamp- | tion to anchor in Hampton Roads. just as we passed 
ton Roads at about 10 o’clock in the morning; Com.) Cape Henry light; just before anchoring the wind 
Elliott ordered me to get all the boats out and pre- and tide were fair; we came up as far as the light 
pare them for landing the animals ; by the time they , boat, with all studding sails set, when we commenced 
were out and ready it was 12 o’clock, and we a penengrny sail; during the noise and disturbance 
to dinner; a short time before we turned the hands | while we were in Hampton Roads, the commodore 
to, some men came to the mainmast and requested , directed me to write to the navy agent at Noriolk for 
to see me; ak wished to know when the ship was a steamboat to tow the ship up; I[ did so, and sent 
going to Pg k; 1 oem er would ask = yes the agen the Norfolk peg eee nee Je ae 
modore; the commodore told me to say the ship’ reply of the navy agent were here read.) nen the 
would go up that afternoon or the wet eabridng’s hwo last men ee tened: one of them said that if 
the men then went forward; at 1 o’clock we com- | the rest of the men were of his mind the ship would 
menced getting the animals in the boats; I think the not remain at Hampton Roads, or would not have 
boats could only carry about half of them; they left stopped there; the other was very abusive to the offi- 
the ship between two and three, and returned about! cers, and particularly so to Lieut. Bullus, to whom 
four o’clock ; most of the men in the boats came on) he applied most opprobrious epithets. Four or five 
board drunk, and soon commenced fighting and mak-| men remained on shore all the time. at the lazaretto 
ing a great noise ; after soine difficulty they became at Mahon; they had charge of the animals; the gig’s 
quiet ; I then went to the commodore and told him | crew, and sometimes the eutier, were daily employed 
nearly all the men that came on board were drunk,’ in cutting grass, by order of Coin. Elliott. 
fighting and quarrelling ; he said, well, try and keep| ‘There was a min who had been confined at Bey- 
them quict, and hasten the rest of the animals out of rout for insolence to one ef the officers; there were 
the ship; as soon as we could get the boats manned some others confined at the same time for being 
again they were sent on shore and returned with nearly | drunk; the morning after their confinement, I brought 
the same number of drunken men; during the rest of, them up to be punished; Com. Elliott at that time 
the afternoon there was a great deal of fighting and , was absent at Damascus; I punished afl but this one, 
pevteye Hee s 9 ship; I mye forward on the | = ci oar Mn that I would keep him 

n deck and heard that some were beating the mas-' until the commodore returned—that he wished to 
Ceetsarinn on the berth deck; I went down and saw’ have him tried by a court martial; [ had him con- 
four men fighting among themselves; I took two of fined, and when Com, Elliott returned, I reported the 
them with me up the main hatch, and put them in'case to him; he inquired if the man had been tho- 





irons on the quarter-deck; the other two ran up the, 
fore hatch, and it was some time before I found either | 
of them; I caught one and put him in irons; after 
that I found the other man on the forecastle ; [ brought | 
him aft and was about putting him in irons, but he! 
swore he would’nt have them on, and knocked them 
out of the sergeant’s hand and ran to the forerigging; 
I called for a guard, but Com. Elliott came to the | 
gangway and called the man, who was about half 
way up the forerigging; the first time the commodore 
called him he stopped, and on the second order he 
came down and was ironed while the commodore 
stood by ; aftef dark, when the ship was rather more 
quiet, we called all hands to stand by their ham- 
mocks; the men went regularly to their places, but 
when we piped down, those from the quarter-deck 
carried the prisonérs forward with them, shouting as 
they went ; after the hammocks were all down Com. 
Elliott went on the forecastle, I following him, also | 
a midshipman ; there, were a great many men on the 
forecastle, and Com. Elliott told them that the prison, 
ers must be brought back—they said, ‘no, no, we 
can’t see the men in irons ;” he told them discipline 
must be kept up, and that they must bring the men 
aft; he then walked aft himself’; some time after this 
aman by the name of Ennis was chased aft, and [ 
think fell over a forward gun slide; some men either 
fell on him or jumped on him—the officers of the 
deck ordered them forward; they went off saying 
they wanted to kill the negro ; Ennis was put in irons 





roughly drunk; I told him yes; he said, ‘then give 
him two dozen with a cat and let hin go.” 

The different first lieutenants, during the cruise, 
frequently made reports to me of the large amount 
of stores that had been used for Com. Elliott; I 
went to the comisodore several times, and told him 
of it; he always replied that those things should be 
returned, * 

By the Judge Advocale.—Tihose first lieutenants 
were Bullus, Harwood, and Watson; I told the first 
lieutenants, after I had conversed withthe commo- 
dore, to keep an account, that they might be return- 
ed; I joined the Constitution about the middle of 
August, 1835, as first lieutenant, and continued in 
her till the 25th December the saine year; I was then 
ordered to the command of the Shark; the Ist of De- 
cember, 1836, I was ordered back to the Constitution 
as. flag captain, in which situation I continued until 
we returned to the United States; I performed the 
duties of captain so far as | was allowed; what I mean 
by allowed is, I had no discretionary power, but was 
obliged to consult the commodore in every thing; 
after I had received my orders to join the Constitution 
as flag captain I had some conversation with the com- 
modore in the cabin; I asked him what the duties of 
the office were; he said I was to receive all reports, 
&e., and if I wished to do any thing I was to consult 
hisn ; I received no appointment of flag captain from 
the Secretary of the Navy. -While we were lying at 
’ b % H S 
Suda, at the island of Candia, and about the time we 
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were getting under way, some officer told me that ‘again, he said he believed he would: have nothing 
Mr. Lambert had been ordered to the Shark; we got more to do with it. We sent the inscription to the 
under way about 5 o’clock ; whilst standing down silversmith’s two or three days before the plate came 
the harbor, Com. Elliott asked me several times if, on board. :; 
Mr. Lambert was ready to leave the ship; I said, Without concluding with the witness’, the court 
each time he had not yet come up; he directed me here adjourned to 10 o’¢lock on Saturday morning. 
to send down and hasten him; between 6 and 7 he ~ 
left the ship in the Shark’s boat; at that time the} Sarurpay, May 30.—The Court met pursuant to 
wind was somewhat fresh, and it was clouding up adjournment—Present all it members, the Judge Ad- 
over the land; after we got out itlooked very squally.' vocate and Com. Eiliott. The proceedings of yess 
By the Judge Advocate.—The ship was going about ,terday were read. 
three knots an hour when_the chaplain left. Just) Examination of Capt. Boertim, by the accused, coils 
before sailing from Mahon Com. Elliott directed me tinued.—I did not prepare the original draft of the in- 
to have all the requisitions made out, of such articles scription put upon the plate; just before we left Ma- 
a3 would be required on our way home; on the car-|hon, Mr. Holland, just then made purser of the Shark, 
yenter’s requisition there were 300 feet of boards.| handed me a sketch for the inscription, but I do not 
hese requisitions were all approved by me and sent! know what became of it; it was left in my hands ; 
to the commodore ; when they came back to me, the! the inscription prepared by Mr. Wells, and the coms 











300 feet was changed to 1000 feet. The Constitution 
at Norfolk was transferred by Com. Elliott. 

By the accused.—When Mr. Barton was brought on 
board the Constitution, the Shark was about two 
cables’ length distant. Dr. Egbert was on board the 
Shark. I gave the orders to the officers of the deck 


modore was the one adopted, and sent to the silvers 
smith before my complimentary letter to the ee oy 
dore, saying that “I was happy at being made the 
medium.of presenting the plate to him; ” the insérips 
tion given me at Mahon by Mr. Holland did not, that 
I know of, diifer much from that put on; the inserip- 





to make the arrangements for the removal of Mid-/tion briefly and simply corresponds with the wishes 
shipman Barton. ‘The second cutter was not ordered | of the crew as expressed by the heading of the sub- 
out for the removal of Mr. Barton—it was out at the! scription lists; the inscription I sent to the silver: 
time. The only boat on board was the first cutter.|smith on the 6th, and the plate came on board the 
He was in a Greek boarding-house while on shore,! morning of the 8th; the consul nor no other person, 
and when I saw him, appeared comfortable enough, | that I know of, gave directions upon how many pieces 
I do not know what arrangement Purser Fauntleroy the inscription was to be placed; when the plate 
made for the support of Mr. Barton at the time of, came on board I noticed that each piece had the in- 














leaving Smyrna. I only know what Com. Elliott 
told me. Some surgical instruments were left for 
Mr. Barton’s comfort and convenience by Com. Elli- 
ott’s order; all such things were left as were required 
by the surgeons, or as the surgeons directed as neces- 


sary. [A copy of a letter written by the witness to. 
Com. Elliott, dated 1837, detailing the particulars of 


the removal of Mr. Barton, and the arrangements 
made by the orders of the commodore for his support, 
was proved and read; it went to show that ample 
provision was made for his support, and that all was 
done that could be to make him comfortable by the 
commodore.] The orders for the transfer of Midship- 
man Ringgold and Chaplain Lambert were not hand- 
ed me at the same time. I did not see Mr. Lambert 
until he came up to leave the ship ; he made no com- 
plaint to me of the manner of the removal; he did 
not ask fora larger boat, or I presume he would have 
had it. The ship was in the harbor of Suda, and 
within the forts, when Chaplain Lambert left her. 
Com. Elliott was anxious to get out of the narrow 
neck of the harbor before night. [A copy ofa letter 
dated Nov. 31, 1837, written by the witness to Com. 
Elliott, was shown, proved, and read. It went to 
show that, in the opinion of the witness at that time, 
Mr. Lambert had his order to leave in time before 
the sailing of the Constitution—that he was exposed 
to no danger when he left—and that, had he asked 
for a larger boat, he could have had it.) At the time 
we were at Lisbon, I lived in the cabin with Com. 
Elliott, and we were on terms of private confidence. 
I only knew of the amount of the subscription list 
when I went on shore to puréhase the plate—I had 
had no conversation with the purser. I do not recol- 
lect that Lieut. Bullas and myself had agreed upon 
any particular kind of plate. We called upon the 
consul and asked him what he thought would be most 
suitable. ‘The crew gave us no orders what to pur- 
chase, either verbally or written. Com. Elliott ex- 
pressed to me no wish what, or what kind of plate, 
he desired us to purchase, before we went on shore 
for the purpose of purchasing it. We did not go to 
the silversmith’s before we were accompanied there 
by Mr. Hutchinson. The reason Lt. Bullus did not 
accompany us on the second day was, that he had 
got so lame on the previous day’s tramp ; and then, 





‘scription engraved upon it; I did not oe the 
crew that the plate exhibited was their token of re- 
gard to the commodore ; L-was not on the berth deck 
at-the time; I said nothing to the crew; did not in- 
form them that their money fell short of its price; I 
am to be understood by my evidence that the none: 
tion should have been placed on the tw tureens only 
and not upon the pitcher and waiter; I did not ap- 
prise Com. Elliott before writing him the complimeén- 
tary letter that, by mistake or otherwise, thé inserip- 
tion had been placed "ye too many pieces; the coms 
plimentary letter that I wrote to the commodore was. 
written in the cabin; Mr. Wells, the secretary of 
the commodore, was present, and showed me 4 draft 
of a letter which he and the commodore had fi 

some few sentences of the letter sent by me to the 
commodore were the same as the draft shown me by 
Mr. Wells; the draft of the letter was even more 
complimentary than the one sent; I said at first [ 
did not intend to send any letter, but upon the se¢re- 
tary saying that it would be: more in form to do go, I 
did; there was another plate in the cabin, but the pre- 
sented plate was set apart from it on the table; my 
complimentary letter was placed along with the four 
pieces, but I did not mean that the pitcher and waiter 
was to be understood as presented by me; { did not 
at that time tell any one that I meant whatI have 
now stated; the bill for the plate, dated the 11th of 
January, I presume came on board the day of its date 
or the day after; I do not remember who brought it 
to me; I believe I kept it and if is now on file here; 
apart trom the plate presented from the crew, Commo- 
dore Elliott purchased much other plate at Lisbon, 
which I saw in the cabin; I do not know that Com. 
| Elliott purchased any of the articles of plate contain 
| ed in the list shown me by Mr. Wells ; knew noth- 
‘ing of the object of the crew in presenting Com. 
Elliott with a token of their regard; I do not know 
that it was to counteract the idle stories to which 
currency was given by some of the American press 
that Com. Elliott was a tyrant; I repaired to the 
Constitution under the order here shown me, dated 
Nov. 30, 1836, signed by @om. Elliott, as flag captain 
of the ship; I do not recollect to have seen @ Corres- 
pondence between Com. Elliott and the Secretary of 
the Navy, relative to my appointment as flag captain; 
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there was no restriction placed upon my appointment 
of flag captain in the order from Com. Elliott; the 
orderly book was handed to me when I came on board 
and kept by me ; at its close it contained the follow- 
ing :—* All reports hitherto made to me as commander 
wil} in future be made to Capt. Boerum ascommander 
of the ship;” I requested of Com. Elliott to give me 
a certificate that I had performed the duties of a cap- 
tain. [The letter was here shown, proved and read, 
and breathes throughout the warmest friendship for 
the commodore ; it was elicited by the fourth audi- 
tor’s informing him that he had orders to check against 
his account some $800—the diilerence between 
the pay ofa lieutenant and acommander.] The cer- 
tificate given me was written by myself at the com- 
modore’s request ; I claimed the pay of a commander 
from ‘the time I received my appointment until the 
termination of the cruise, because I had performed 
the duty; I have petitioned Congress for the differ- 
ence between the pay I received and the pay of cap- 
tain; I am not to ‘ understoad. that by private ar- 
rangement I surrendered any of the rights and privi- 
leges of a commander to Com. Elliott ; I was bound 
to obey him, and when he was noton board I incurred 
all the responsibilities of the station; when he was 
on board, he was the commander ; I did not consider 
myself resporisible when he was on board; I however 
did the same duty when he was in the ship as when he 
was out; though I did all the duties when he was on 
board the same as when absent, I was not responsible 
for them. 
The following letters were shown, proved, and 
read:— 


Mahon, Feb. 14, 1837. 

** Srr,—I send you the enclosed communication, re- 
marking at the same time that the Ist lieutenant of 
the ship must recognize you as the only and proper 
organ frough which I am to be addressed. 

«J enclose an extract of a general order from the 
Navy Department touching the enforcement of pun- 
isiment, which for the better regulation of the ser- 
vice; I wish may be thoroughly understood by each 
officer and strictly observed. 

« Men on liberty are liable to occasional excesses, 
and that stich indiscretions may be properly regu- 
lated, and for the better preservation of subordina- 
tion, I wish that you take up your quarters on board. 

“The cruise contemplated the approaching sum- 
mer is of interest and importance; and I am anxious 
to impress on your mind the necessity of seeing main- 
tained in the ship the strictest and most pertect dis- 
cipline. ery respectfully, &c., 

. D. Ecrrorr, Com’g &e. &e. 

“Tt. Commandant W. Boerum, 

Com’g U. S. 8. Constitution. 

«P,§. I wish to remove the Constitution as far 
above, or below, the French sloop of war as the pilot 
may think a place of safety. ‘To obtain a pilot you 
will send to the captain of the port.” 

[The order referred to in the above letter and read 
was from Secretary Woodbury, and was remarkably 
lenient in its tone towards the men in the service ; 
its great object being to dispense with the degrading 
use of the lash. Fines, confinement, and every other 
mode of punishment are recommended before resort is 
had toit, and in the last extremity its use is restricted 
toa limited number, and prohibited from being twice 
resorted to on the same day.] 

( Official and Confidential.) 
U.S. S. ConstrruTion, 2 
Mahon, March 20, 1838. § 
«“ Str.—I would call your attention to tlie following 


*U. 8. S. Constitution, ; 


_ regulations, which at the period of your obtaining 


ratique, you will cause to be strictly enforced on 
board this ship during our anchorage in the harbor at 
Mahon. 
«That proper discipline may be enforced on board, 
that yourself and the first lieutenant will not, at the 
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same time, be absent from the ship day or night, nor 
out all night; that the shore boats may not be per- 
mitted to ply to and from the ship, but that one of our 
own boats be set apart for the sole use of the ward- 
rooiw and steerage officers, and that if coxswains can- 
not be found trustworthy, that midshipmen be ap- 
pointed to take charge of the boats—that the men be 
not allowed to purchase on credit of any shore boats 
alongside, and that all such that come alongside 
at night be strietly examined by the corporal of 
the guard; that no liquor, nor any thing else, 
be taken on board without permission from the offi- 
cer of the deck ; that one day in the week be set apart 
for exercise, and divisional exercise every day ; and 
that no person be allowed to leave the ship until the 
exercise is over ; and that every officer be made res- 
ponsible for the cleanliness and good condition of the 
men of his own division, together with their clothing. 
Very respectfully, 
«J. D. ELLIOTT, Com’g, &e. &e. 
“Commander Wm. Borrvum, 
Com’g. U. 8S. §. Constitution, Mabon.” ¢ 
I do not recollect to have had any conversation with 

the other officers of the ship as to whether we could 
compel the men, whose times had expired, todo duty; 
I was not consulted as to bringing the animals on 
board, but I was as to their arrangements ; Com. 
Elliott told me he was going to take the animals on 
board, and asked me if they could be accommodated 
amidships ; I told him that I did not think so many 
could, but I would get the carpenter and measure ; he 
afterwards got the carpenter and gave the directions, 
as to putting up of thestalls, himself; I expressed no 
other opinion about it; about 15 years ago, in 1824, 
three horses anda colt were brought home in the 
Constitution when I was on board of her; at the 


/same time of the bringing home of the animals by 


Com. Elliott I broughf home two sheep and two ga- 
zelles ; the pilot was on board when we passed’ Cape 
Henry Light; it was about half flood when we an- 
chored at Hampton Roads; I asked no questions of 
the pilot as to the taking the ship up to Norfolk, as 
I knew she was to anchor at Hampton Roads; I don’t 
think the ship could have gone up at the time we 
anchored ; the general conduct of the crew up to the 
time of anchoring in Hampton Roads was worthy of 
approbation ; the detention of the ship from the time 
of anchoring to one o’elock was caused by the tide ; 
there were as fifteen men came to me and asked 
when the ship was going up; their deportment was 
correct; they did not say that I heard their times 
were out; I was ordered by Com. Elliott to send for 
a pilot boat, that the men whose times were out might 
be sent off; a flag for that purpose was flying all the 
evening ; I told the Com. that one boat would not 
take them all; Ido not remember who the officers 
were who had charge of the boats landing the ani- 
mals; the boatswain was reported drunk to me; the 
great cause of the men quarrelling was the men’s be- 
coming intoxicated on shore; I did reprove Lieut. 
Bullus, or say something to him, for confining the men 
without reporting to me; two of the men whom I 
wanted put in irons were very much intoxicated, the 
other two were not so much so; no arrangements 
were meade to repel a mutiny; I think there was no 
preconcert to resist the authorities of the ship; I do 
not recollect being requested by any officer to order 
out the marine guard; I felt no apprehension for my 
personal safety in consequence of any of the disor- 
ders of the crew; Com. Elliott remained up until 
about 11, at which time F reported to him that all 
was quiet ; I did not hear Mr. Bullus order the men 
to return the cheer we received from the passengers 
of a steamboat on our way up; I gave him the order. 
to do so, but do not know that he gave it to them; 
many of the men might have heard me give the order; 
there were a great many between us; I do not know 
that Com. Elliott was ever furnished with a list of the 
stores furnished him for his private use; I delivered 
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Com. Elliott’s letter of transfer to the commander of from the men with the. view of presenting him with 
the Norfolk station ; he gave orders to Capt. Zantzin- plate, and 1 should have declined the service. had it 
ger to go on board with me and take possession of the be®n proposed ; I will add that I never did receive 
ship ; when handed over to Capt. Zantzinger she was money from any one for that purpose ; the inscription 
in very fine order, except the gun deck, which was te upon the plate was drawn up by myself; Com. 
much discolored, and the bulwarks fuil of hair from , Elliott knew nothing of it until it was completed; I 
the animals. . /am not sure with whom the letter presenting the plate 
By the Judge Advocate —[A question was here ask- ; to Commodore Elliott originated ; it was written by 
ed, but objection being made, was overruled by the ,me and transcribed by Capt. Boerum, with the trifling 
Court and unanswered by the witness.] | addition of « flag captain,” and the closing paragraph, 
The Court adjourned to ten o’clock on Moaday, on beginning ‘‘ Herewith 1 inclose,” -&c., i were 
which day it is expected the evidence on the part of by Capt. Boerum; I am confident that the whole of 
the United States will be concluded. my letter, with these exceptions, was adopted; Com, 
“al Elhott did not suggest, nor did he see the letter 

Monpay, June 1, 1840.—The Court met pursuant until after it was completed ; the letter sent by Capt. 
to adjournmert. Present ali its members, the Judge , Boerum to Com. Elliott ditfered from the letter drawn 
Advocate and Com. Elliott: The proceedings of up by me only in what I have stated; I never heard 
Saturday were read, after which the Judge Advocate | any conversation between Lieut. Bullus and Com. 
announced to the Court that he had gone through with Elliott as to raising a second subscription among the 
all the evidence on the part of the United States that; men; I was never present at any such conversation. 
he had present—that there were two or three wit-| Capt. Ebenezer Ridgeway, sworn.—I was on board 
nesses who had been ordered here by the Seeretary of, and in command of the Shark at Smyrna, at the time 
the Navy, from one of whom he had received a Jetter| Mid. Barton was transferred from the Constitution to 
informing him that he was on his way hither, and her. I received orders from Com. Elliott, not to grant 
should he arrive in time, he reserved the right to call,|him permission to go on shore. I informed Mr. Bar- 
but for the present he rested. Mr. Dallas requiring ' ton that I had received orders from the commander- 
the day to arrange the evidence for the defence, the | in-chief not to permit him to goon shore. I made 
Court adjourned to 10 o’clock (this) Tuesday morn- | application to Com. Elliott, previous to the transfer of 
ing. }Mr. Barton to the Shark, for more officers. I did 
not apply particulaily for Mr. Barton. Isaw Mr. B. 

Tuespay, June 2, 1840.—The Court met pursuant at his lodgings on shore; he appeared to be comfor- 
to adjournment. Present, all its members,(except|tably accommodated. Ido not know exactly what 
Capt. Parker, ) the Judge Advoeate and Commodore ,money arrangements were made for his support as 
Elliott. The proceedings of yesterday were read. the squadron was about to leave. The Commodore, 
Some conversation here took place between the} 1 know, gave orders to the purser to leave money suf- 
Judge Advocate, Mr. Dallas, (the counsel of Com. | ficient for his support. I was on the race ground at 
Elliott, ) and the Court, as to the granting of the re- Mahon at the time of the race, and the occurrence of 
quest of the Judge Advecate to heer tuo’ oF three , Which Lt. C.G. Hunter has complained. There were 
named witnesses, ordered by the Secretary of the, orm | distinguished gentlemen present; I saw a crowd 
Navy, should they arrive before the final adjourn- , at 4 little distance which I approached, and as I joined 
ment of the Court. Mr. Dallas protested against pro- them, saw Com. Elliott mounted ; he was addressing 
ceeding with the defence, until the evidence on the an officer, saying, ‘‘Lieut. Hunter, never seperate 
part of the United States had finally closed, as alto- | the officer from the gentleman.” Lieut. Hunter said 
ether too irregular passively to acquiesce with. The | “ I am not, and never do, sir.” The commodore re- 
ourt at first declined, at the present time, to give plied, ‘ Yes, you do, you are a doing it now.” Lt. 
any decision upon the question raised, preferring to Hunter rejoined, «I am not.” The commodore said 
leave it until the witnesses actually presented them- | again, holding out in his hand a stick with which itis 
selves for examination. It might be that they would | usual to ride with: ‘ You are, sir; keep silence and 
not arrive at all. The request of the Judge Advocate | go on board your ship, and consider yourself suspend- 
and the protest of the accused were placed on the re-|ed.” The commodore was somewhat excited, which 
cord. After some further conversation the Court was | I thought arese from the excitement consequent upon 
cleared that its judgment might be had. After a the race, and the dispute between the officers. I did 
half to three quarters of an hour deliberation the Court not think the shaking of the stick was intended as a 
was again opened, and it was announced in substance ; Menace. The distance between the commodore and 
that no further evidence in chief should be admitted; | Lieut. unter was at the time, some 8 or 10 feet, per- 
not intending however, by this decision, to prevent ‘haps more. It is customary in that country in riding 
the Judge Advocate offering whatever evidence he;4¢ onkey, to carry a stick with which lag prick him 
may have of arebutting character. he protest of|on the shoulder: the rider never thinks of recon 








Com. Ejkott was not against hearing any witnesses 
that the Governmet may have, but against proceeding 
with his defence until the prosecution had closed, and 
suggested that the Court aijourh from day to day until! 
they should arrive. 

Thomas Wells, sworn.—I any not now attached in 
any capacity to the naval service ; I first joined the 
service in Oct. 1834, as teacher of mathematics, on 
board the Potomac ; I went about 14 months after on 
board the frigate John Adams ; in December, 1836, I 
went to theJConstitution in the capacity of secretary 
to the commodore, and so continued until the termina- 
tion of the ,eruise in July, 1838; Mr Holland pro- 
ceeded to the Shark as purser, I think, on the saine day 
that I joined the Constitution; some three or four 
days after joining the Constitution I heard of the in- 
tention of the crew to present Com. Elliott with a 
service of plate; Capt. Boerum was at the same time 
living with the commodore in the cabin; I never re- 
ceived authority from the commodore to raise money 


them.. 4 mong the distinguished strangers whom 
saw on the race ground was the Governor, several 
Consuls, and in fact almost all the distinguished resi- 
dents of the town. WhenI speak of the Governor 
of the island, I refer to Gen. Ogregon.—[A_ letter 
from the witness, answering one from Com. Elliott, to 
the effect that he had made inquiry, but knew of no 
one of the officers of the Shark who had been en d 
in the duel was here read.] I left the Shark in De- 
cember, suffering much from ill health. 

Captain James Armstrong, swoin.—I have been in 
the naval service of the United States since 1809; I 
have knowledge of animals being brought from foreign 
countries in our vessels of war; in the Columbus, com- 
manded by Com. Bainbridge, in 1821, we brought 
home a jack, abull, and aheifer, and several sheep, 
from some part of Barbary; in the Washington, 74, 
Com. Chauncey brought home in 1818, from the 
Mediterranean, a grey stallion; these are all that I 
recollect having been brought over for the improve- 





—— ee 


2a ee armament 


aeorwpe anger: 








pees 


gs 
~ ~s nih ve — Frade. 
+ cea aneeat earn aN SE RI 7 
ere 








es 





406 ARMY AND NAVY CHRONICLE. 





ment of breeds, or any thing of that kind; J have|of the forerigging who had refused to be put in irons; 
no immediate knowledge of testimonials of rezard| he was put in double irons on the quarter deck abreast 
having been presented to our efficers ; T returnét. ta| the mainmast—there were three others if I recollect, 
this country in the frigate United States, commanded) beside him. I ee the hammocks down—the boat- 
by Capt. Isaac Hull, in April, 1827; on ovr arriving | swain being drunk and unable to do his duty ; he got 
at New York there was a difficulty in eonsequenee ot! drunk onshore. The cause of the attack of the crew 
the expiration of service of the men; we anchored on the black man Ennis was, his having eut a man 


in the North river in the fore part of the day; we, 


moored ship, unbent the sails, made them up, and put 
‘them below; removed the running rigring and put 
it below, and piped to dinner; ina few minates we 
heard three cheers; IE went out to inghire the eause, 
and was informed by the men that they were going 





on shore; Com. Huil said I might let an hund:ed go 
on shore at a time: they replied, that won’t do, 
eoemmodore, our times are out now eight months,” 
and they appainted one of their number to inquire of 
the commodore if they had not done their duty like 
men; he answered in the affirmative; they said they 
were free men and wanted to go on shore; he then 
told them ‘to clear out,” and ina few minutes they 
were al] in shore boats, and how long it took thein to 
reach the shore, is more than I ean now say, 

Nicholas Steenbow, sworn.—I have been in the na- 
val service since 1799; I first shipped on board the 
Maryland, during the French disturbance ; the next 
ship the Constitution, under cominand of Com, Mar- 
ray; the next ship the Philadelphia, Coin. Bainbridge, 
when F was 19 sonths, and 4 days in slavery ; I then 
joined the Constitution fora few says: then in the 
ship Congress, Com. Decatur, I returned to the 
United ‘¢ ites; I then joined the John Adams, from 
thence to the Hornet, under coiqgmand of Capt, Ken- 
nedy ; thea to the Vincennes, Capt. Finch, on a three 
years’ cruise ; and then to the Dolphin. schooner, and 
returned in the Guerriere frigate, coinmanded by 
Com. Thompson. 

After this I joined the frigate United States, un- 
der Capt. J. B. Nicolson, on a three years’ cruise 
in.the Mediterranean. I then, joined the Constitution 
under command of Com. Elliott. I was at the taking 
of the Macedonian and Java, and in oftlier sinall 
scrimmages... I first joined the Constitution in, I be- 
lieve, March, on her leaving the United States for 
France in 1835, as a naval seaman; [| did not remain 
on board of her till the termination of the cruse, [ 


Shark as boatswain. | then rejoined her and came 
home in her. I was boatswain’s mate at the time 
Midshipman Barton was hoisted in and out of the 
Constitution, wounded ; I heisted him both in and 
out myself; it was done gently and easily, I know 
ef 4 animals having been brought hone from Tunis 
in 1805, by Capt. Decatur—two Arabian stallions 
and two Arabian mares ; they were attended by 
Turks and brought over amidships. The animals 
brought by Com. Elliott in the Constitution were not, 
that [ heard talk of, the cause of trouble or inconveni- 
ence to the crew. I do not recollect that Com. Thomp- 
son brought from the Pacific horses—he had horses 
oui there, and may have taken them out. In case it 
had become necessary to clear for action, the ship 
eould have been cleared in fifteen minutes, of the 
animals and their stalls. Neither the noise nor the 
smell of the animals affected the crew, that ever I 
heayd a man mention. There was no want among 
the men of messing or berthing places. I never saw 
a mutiny on board the ship; I saw a parcel of drun- 
ken men. Not one of them that I saw resisted or 

posed the officers. The sober men were made 
drunk by the men who tended the animals bringing 


Jiquer on board. I saw liquor passed on board by the, 


bucket full.. Mr. Wager was one of the officers who | 


had charge of the men in landing the animals, and he; 
scat liquor to be brought on board ; I think Mr. 
i 


nggold was another—I cannot recollect any others. 








by the name of Wm. Bell, through the thigh with a 
sheath knife while lying in Mahon harbor. He after- 
wards stabbed another; Ido not exaetly recollect at 
what time; he was brought up for it before Capt. 
Boerum, and received two dozen with a pickled * cat.’ 
I subscribed to the plate to Com. Elliott at Mahon 
harbor, after leaving the Shark—because we (the 
crew,) saw the commodore advertised so much in 
consequence of cruelty to Mr. Bar‘on, and being a 
tyrant to his crew; and to let the publie know that he 
was a good officer—kept his men in proper order, &c. 

I never saw the seeond subscription paper, and 
knew nothing aboutit. I saw but the one which I 
signed. I know of testimonials of respect having 
been presented on board the United States—I there 
subscribed to a sword to Ist Lieut. McKenney, and 
by his request advertised it. [The advertisement was 
here shown, proved and read. It is dated Feb. 20, 
1834.] Ido not recollect any other tribute of re- 
spect of the men towards their officers—I do not recol- 
leet one to Com. McDonongh. Great many of the 
men’s times expired while at Mahon. I re-entered 
myself, to remain with the ship during her stay in the 

editerranean—to return with Com. Elliott, and to 
be discharged on reaching the first port in the United 
States. I never refused to re-enter from the time that 
I was asked ; a paper was taken in to the commodore 
and brought back; the officers objected to the men’s 
re-entering ; but on the coming out of the last paper 
they were all willing to re-enter ; I never saw or heard 
the crew exhibit hostility towards Com. Elliott; the 
crew exhibited their ill will towards Lieut. Bullus in 
consequence of his cruelty and general bad conduct 
to the men; in the absence of the captain and the 
commodore, while the crew were eating, Mr. Ander- 
son came and demanded silence twice, and called them 
opprobrious names ; he then took out his book and 


took down their names; the next day at 9 o’cleck 
(| they were all brought up and were desired to rg 
left her for eleven months, and was on board the, e 


the men asked for what reason—why they should 
punished with the cat in the absence of the captain 
or commodore ; they had done nothing to merit it; 
they were tied ; Iasked Mr. Bullus if I was to take 
a pickled cat or a dry one; he said take one out of 
the bucket as usual; [ then whipped between 70 and 
80men with a “ colt; Com. Elliott was not on board 
at he time. 

Asa Curtis, Gwiner, sworn.—¥ am now and have 
been attached to the naval service of the U. States 
since 1812; I am at present attached to the naval 
asylum in this city; | have never been under the 
comniand of Com. Elliott; when I was in the Dela- 
ware, Com. Crane, | think we arrived in 1830, we 
brought home six or seven jacks and jennies; I think 
we also brought three in the last cruise of the Dela- 
ware, Com. Patterson—both times {from the Mediter- 
rancan; in the Columbus, Com. Bainbridge, we 
brought one jack and a bull and cow from Tuscany ; 
the Delaware, Com. Patterson, returned in February, 
1836; some of the ship’s company attended to the 
animals in every instance here cited ; they were also 
brought on board in the ship’s boats ; they were land- 
ed in the same way on arriving in the United States. 


The Court adjourned to 10 o’clock, Wednesday, 
morning. 





From the Southern Literary Messenger for May. 


OUR NAVY—No. II. 
I have already shown that all our ships at sea, taken 








The officers were not sober when they came to the together, do not carry as many guns as it is intended 
ship. I saw Com. Elliott among the men during the shall be mounted on only two forts built for the pro- 
afternoon and evening; I saw him call one man out tection of a small town in your own State. Never 
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since the war, has the force afloat been so dispropor-! 
tionate to the commerce of the country. And never 
have the calls for a larger naval force been more ur- 
gent. State after State has been added to the Confed- 
eracy ; population has been multiplied; resources de- 
veloped, and commerce inereased—until this last em- 
ey two millions of tons of shipping, manned by a 
1undred thousand seamen, and freighted with four 
hundred millions of property. ‘The naval foree em- 
ployed to give safe convoy to those men and their 
property, sailing to all parts of the world, T have | 
shown, amounts, all-+old, to but 600 guns. | 
If commeree were partial in its operations, or less | 
national in its results, it might better comport with | 
the interests of the public thus to slight it off. Burt, | 
| 





for whom and for what purpose, do these vast multi- 
tudes of ships and of men go down to the sea? For| 


Canton in August, at the commencement of ‘the pre- 
sent difficulties there. After an interval of eight 
months, when England is sending out her fleets and 
armies, we hear that orders have been issued to fit out 
one small frigate and two sloops-of-war for the China 
seas. They will scaree be ready to sail before next 
August, and will hardly arrive out on their station 
during the current year; too late, perhaps, to retrieve 
what has already been lost by delay. 

The government has sunk into an apathy with re- 
gard to the navy, from which it seems nothing short 
of actual warfare can arouse it. We have seen the 
peace of the country endangered, and the govern- 
ment, in the most profound lethargy, passing through 
clouds charged with war and threatening every mo- 
ment to burst upon the country—the links in the chain 
which binds us to other commercial nations, have 


the purposes of commeree—that great artery in our] been stretched to their ulnost tension ; unable to bear 
national system, which ditfuses health and vigor) more, we have seen them ready to break and to let 
through this happy republic; which exempts every | loose upon us all the calamities of war. But, we saw 
citizen, save those seamen, from direct taxation—fill- | no eflort made to raise up “ the right arm of this na- 
ing the treasury with revenue; supplying the wants!tion” in the attitude of defence; we heard no note of 
of the government; and ministering to the comforts | preparation sounded for the navy. In its feeble state, 
as well as to the necessities of every member of so-) the navy was left exposed—ay, powerless; for had 


ciety, from the seaboard to the Rocky Mountains— 
from St. John’s and the Lakes to the Gulf of Mexico 
and the Sabine. It is commerce that furnishes salt 
for the poor man’s bread, and fills the rich man’s gob. 
let with wine. And every citizen is direetly concern- 
ed, that ample protection should be afforded to that 
commerce; that in atime of profound peace, its chan- 
nels should be unmolested—kept free and open to the 
American flag; and that flag should, in ali seas, and 
in every port, enjoy all the im:aunilies and privileges | 
of the most favored. 

In showing up the feeble condition of the navy, 1, 





war been declared, at the time it was threatened, with 
France, our men-of-war would have been called on to 
meet the enemy and give battle, when there was not 
one keg of proof powder in store—at least the diffi-. 
culties of supplying with that article a sloop-of-war, 
which happened then to be fitting for sea, induce the 
belief that she left none behind. ‘Lueky in our escape 
then, other warnings have been alike unheeded. Let 
it not be urged in extenuation of such neglect, that 
there have been cries of war! war! when there was 
no war: for war, like the wolf upon the shepherd’s 
flock, will come at last; and then, like that shepherd, 


still confine myself to the interests of commeree in | this nation may find itself calling to the navy for help, 
times of peace alone, and to the protection whieh it ; when the navy can give no help. 
becomes the dignity and honor of the greatest nation, But, I am running ahead of my subject. Let us re- 
but one, in commercial importance, to afford to its| turn to the peaceful shades of commerce, and ask upon 
citizens abroad. I have laid some stress on the great} what principles of national policy are her interests left 
maritime interests of this country, and dwelt with, exposed, or only feebly maintained. By whose coun- 





emphasis on the puny force maintained in commis- | 
sion to protect them—puny indeed when compared to 
the service required. And thongh a condition of pro 


sel, and for how long, shall a deaf ear be turned to 
the calls for a more effectual naval foree—till the na- 


uon find itself head- reached, and its commerce hem- 


found peace, and the present state of ovr commercial med in and vexed on all sides? We have folded our 


relations have only been contemplated, the necessity 
of putting more shfps in commission appears more ur- 


arms, as in the delusions of a charm, and tamely look- 
ed on; while France, with her quasi war, has been 


gent. Wisdom and true policy require to be kept in | knocking at our very doors—lording it over our sister 


active service an armed force sufficient to instre 
habitual respect to the American flag. Nothing less 
will meet the wishes, or serve the purposes of the na- 
tion. It is obvious that a force of only 690 guns is by 
no means adequate to these ends: to accomplish them, 
the vast interests at stake must be closely guarded, 
and, whenever wronged, be promptly righted. Touch 
but in the most distant region the merest streamlet of 
American commerce, and you dry up here a source 
of comfort to thousands. Let the pirates of Sumatra 
break faith with the few ships that trade there, and 
one of the most wholesome condiments for food dis- 
appears from your table. Interrupt the whaler in his 
pursnit—the streets of your city are darkened; and 
the lamp, which lights you to bed, ceases to burn. 
The conduct of a foreign officer is sufficient to threaten 
the trade with China. The American nation, with 
ships rotting at their moorings, hugs up a delusive 
phantom of economy, and instead of reinforcing with 
fresh ships the China squadron, permits the only two 
vessels stationed in the East to retara home without a 
relief. And thus, that has been accomplished indi- 
rectly, which, when attempted directly, was enough 
to drive our fathers to rebellion, and to deluge the 
‘thirteen colonies” with blood. 
the exposed state of the China trade, a tariti is laid 
here on tea; and every family throughout the land is 
taxed, becanse the navy affords no ships to guaranty 
that trade from wilful vexation. 


In consequence of 


The East India| mare ° wo: 
squadron (if two ships may be called a squadron) left in favor of the weak ; and it serves too, indirectly, as 


republics, and vexing our commerce with new-fan- 
gled blockades, more odious than the paper system 
1isei}. 

An armed blockake is one of the necessary evils of 
war among maritime nations; and although neutrals 
may suifer in consequence of such, nevertheless, upon 


dence, a belligerent has clearly the right to cut off the 
resources of his enemy by an efficient blockade, what- 
ever incidental injury the neutral may sustain. But, 
I have yet to learn upon what prineiples, France, in 
atime of profound peace, claims the right to block- 
ade Mexico and La Plata, thereby unnecessarily ha- 
rassing the citizens, and wantonly vexing the com- 
merce of neutrals. If her own citizens have been 
aggrieved, or her flag insulted, she has a right to de- 
mand redress and to fix her own terms—presentin 

the alternative of open, manly chastisement. If the 
| offending nation refuse to give the satisfaction claim- 
|ed, then the other party may have recourse to repri- 
sals; or, making known to the world the cause, ma 

deelare war, and proceed to enforce blockade. There 
is a check to prevent a commercial nation from going 
lo war upon frivolous causes. The moment she de- 
clares war, her commerce is thrown open for plunder 
by privateers; and the citizens of other maritime na- 
tions flock with their private cruisers to the enemy’s 
standard, for the purpose of taking out letters of 
marque. This operates as a check upon the strong 








well-established principles of international jurispru- ~ 


Sages Simi sits 


PT NES 


ath 


eon LENE RE oS 


ss 











~ 


ne oP meni. osc amin Sides ee 





8 ten = 








































TDC ARE 


- The next ini 


408 ARMY AND NAVY CHRONICLE. 


a — “weer 
== 








a guaranty to neutrals, that their commerce with the 
weaker party is not to be interrupted on slight pre- 
tences. Had the French declared war against Buenos 
Ayres, the American vessels interrnpted in that trade, 
might have been sold as privateers to annoy French 
cowmerce. Had France bebaved with dignity, or 
acted honorably towards the sickly republics of Span- 
ish America, she would in the fi%st instance either 
have made her grievances cause for war, or subject 
for regular negotiation. But France tacitiy admits 
that her grievances are not in themselves sufficient 
cause for war.* She foresaw that she could not come 
out of a war, even with these pigmy nations, un- 
scathed; for she knew, that at its first notes, swarms 
of armed privateers would infest the oc2zam—pursaing 
her merchantinen on every sea. Therefore, holding 
up to the world the withered olive-branch in her 
hand, she has adopted a new moderof redress ;-and 
has proceeded to obluin satisfaction, by worrying and 
vexing and teasing ; by torturing a miserable. helpless 
offender into terms—not by any direct hostile mea- 
sures, or ever a system of reprisals, but by forbidding 
other. nations to trade with the peecant republics. 
These republics own no ships and have no commerce, 
and the blockade does not in any way operate to their 
loss, but exclusively (almost) to that of American 
citizens who are engaged there in trade; and, in fact, 
yt amounts to an interdict by Franee of American 
commerce with the blockaded powers. 

In vain have American citizens complained of the 
effects upon them, of these blockades. Other nations, 
seeing that the suspended commerce was mostly Aine- 
rican, and that therefore the United States had more 
at stake than they, looked to this government to step 
forward and resist such proeedure. They reeollected 


. the bold and many stand taken in former times on this 


side of the Atlantic against paper blockades and every 
other, except the actually efficient and etlective block- 
ade of an enemy’s port by the belligerent. But no re- 
sistance has been offered—no remonstrance made to 
the course pursued by France. ‘The government has 
looked op with folded arms; and, by quietly submit- 
ting, has actually consented to a new doctrine in the 
international code, fraught brimful of the most ruinous 
consequences to herself. By neglecting to instruct 
her men of-war to take the “ warned oil”? American 
under their guns and force the blockade, and by fail- 
ing to make any remonstrance against the principles 
of such blockades, the United States has sutiered 
France to set an example, and has herself established 
a precedent, the tendencies of which the wisest may 
not easily perceive. 

True, our present force on the Brazil station, though 
it consists entirely of the tough, live-oak built sloop 
Marion, of sixteen guns, is not in a condition to inspire 
much terror into the French blockading squadron of 
thirty or forty men-of-war, or to make much headway 
in forcing the blockade for American merchantmen 





* The grounds of difficulty are these—France demands 
that French citizens in Bucnos Ayres should be excmpt 
from militia duty, and be placed on a footing with those 
of the most favored nation : the Buenos Ayreans say no 
—first enter into a treaty of peace and amity with us, 
and we are ready to guaranty to you and your citizens 
all the immunities and privileges of the most favored. 
The next item on the calendar is, the claim of Monsieur 
Blas tig ef asoap boiler and manufacturer of mare’s 

. His factory was torn down by a mob, as a nui- 
sance to the citizens of Buenos Ayres. ‘The government 
promised indemnification ; but the fulfilment of this pro- 
mise was delayed in consequence of internal dissensions - 
rtance, is a demand of $20,000 for the 
widow of Monsieur Pierre Lavie,a traitor to the popular 
party, who died in prison awaiting his trial. And the 
next item in this extraordinary calendar of national 

rievances, is a demand from the French, requiring the 
Srcmissal of Col. Ramicrez, who dismissed, for pecula- 
tion, Monsieur Cesar Hipolyte Bacle, a Frenchman by 
birth, and sutler to the Buenos Ayrean army. 


— or 
up to Buenos Ayres. I speak of the naval force now 
there. .‘True a brig, and the Decatur, another sJoop of 
sixteen guns, have jast sailed for that station, and, 
touching at Rio, may reach “the river ” in sixty or 
ninety days. But does not this go to prove. what I 
have elsewhere shown, that the naval force kept in 
commission is too small? The last arrival* from 
La Plata, brings intelligence of the murder there of an 
American citizen, when there was no vessel or Ame- 
rican authority to interpose.~ By former arrivals, too, 
we hear of aggressions on American commerce, and 
insults to the flag. Our fellow-citizens there, urge 
their exposed situation, and appeal, in the most earn- 
est tones, to their government for protection. These 
mest urgent necessities are answered, by sending one 
small sloop of sixteen guns, to take the place of the 
Independence, a razee of fifty-four, and the Fairfield 
of twenty guns. I admit, and strengthen my position 
by the admission, that a frigate is fitting out for that 
station—but, that frigate ought to have sailed in De- 
cember. -It was known three years ago, that the 
times of the crew on board the Independence and Fair- 
field would expire about this time, when these ships 
must be at home. That, with all this notice, there 
should be no ship ready to relieve them, only shows 
that the public interests must suffer while the force in 
comiunission is so limited. 

By acknowledging and respecting as we do, the 
present French blockade of Buenos Ayres, we in ef- 
fect, and to all intents and purposes, grant to Franee 
and England the right to interdict at pleasure the 
commerce of America with any port or nation. If 
France, taking advantage of the weakness of the 
Spanish American republics, may, without appealing 
to arms, or resorting to reprisals, blockade their ports 
at will and from any cause, why may not England, 
upon the same principle, feign a point of grievance 
with Spain, and, laying her demands at an exorbitant 
rate, proceed peaceably to blockade Havana, or even 
the whole island of Cuba? Her real object may be to 
weaken the hold which Spain has on that island, or it 
may be to suspend the supplies afforded to commerce 
by it, in order the more to eneourage the growth of 
like articles among her own possessions. According 
to the new principles of the French blockade, Spain 
not being in a condition to wage a maritime war, the 
United States would have no right to demand that 
England should raise such a blockade, or declare war, 
and subject thereby her own eitizens and commerce 
to the annoyanees and depredations always attendant 


/ona state of maritime warfare. With the example 


that has been set on this side of the Atlantie, and the 
precedent established by the United States, why may 
not Nicholas, the autocrat, make a pretext for laying 
Canton under perpetual blockade, that his caravans 
may make Odessa or St. Petersburgh the entrepot of 
trade with China? 

But, I need not refer to remote contingencies to il- 
lustrate the effects of this alarming principle. There 
is one, already present, apt and pointed, illustrating 
both the short-sighted policy of so small a naval force, 
and the principles invelved in the toleration of peace- 
ful blockades. The emperor of China forbids to his 
subjects the use of opinm—but English merchants 
claim the privilege of poisoning the Chinesé, ad libi- 
tum, with the drug; and, because Mr. Commissioner 
Lin denies this right, and asserts the supremacy of 
Chinese law in the Chinese Empire, her Britannic 
Majesty’s governiient is offended, and proceeds to 
send a strong force to Canton, with instructions, for 
all that we may know, or for aught this government 
can consistently or is prepared to do, to blockade that 
port; nor to raise that blockade until the tea trade, or 
some important commereial advantage with China, 
be guaranteed exclusively to English bottoms. 

- With these few “scraps” relating to the French 





* The Independence and Fairfield have arrived since 





this article was prepared for the press.—Ed. S. L. M. 
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we moe 
blockades, I shall pass over that subject for the pres- i 1 
ent. Perhaps I may take it up at another time. But WASHINGTON CITY ? 
I think enough has been said on. that and other sub- THURSDAY, .......... JUNE 25, 1840. 


jects, to show that the ships maintained in commis- 
sion are not sufficient to meet the wants of commerce, 
or properly to maintain in a time of peace the true in- 
terests of this nation. In urging the necessity, not of 
increasing the navy—for we have keels enough al- 
ready laid —but of putting more ships in commission, 
I have not sought to derive any arguments as yet from 
the precept ‘in peace, prepare for war.” Let us 
then examine, if the present condition of the navy be 





‘To Reapers anp Corresrenpents.—Applications are 
made almost daily for the numbers of the Chronicle 
that were omitted in October last. They are not yet 
printed, nor can we tell when they will be, although it 
has been and is our earnest desire to publish them at 
the earliest possible moment. ‘The same cause ( want 


better adapted to a state of war, than we have found | of adequate encouragement ) has retarded the appear- 


it suited for “these piping times of peace.” I enter 
upon this examination with great reluctance, for I fecl 
that I am not able to hold up in the true, glaring light, 
our feeble ‘right arm ’’ and exposed condition. 


Protection of commerce in tiines of peace, does not 
constitute the sole or the most important duty of a 
government to its citizens. To be always prepared 
for repelling invasion, and to be ready to give security 
to the life and property of the citizen, at all times, 
whether in peace or in war, is one of the most.sacred 
obligations conferred by the mutual compact of citi- 


‘ance of the Title Pages and Indices to the five last 
volumes. 

The letter of our obliging correspendent, “ X Y Z,” 
; dated Rio Janeiro, April 30, did not come to hand until 
after intelligence of the arrival of all the vessels men- 
tioned had reached us. 


EXAMINATION OF MIDSHIPMEN.—A Board has 
been-ordered to assemble at the U.S. naval asylum, 








zens for government. No precept is more strictly en- 
joined than that of being in peace prepared for war. 
In conformity with it, the navy should always be ina 
condition to act—not actually drawn up in line-of- 
battle order, but prepared for any emergency in the 
round of probabilities ; it should maintain the defen- 
sive attitude: ever ready boldly to meet the approach 
of danger from without, and manfully to repel it. To 
assume the character of one acting on the defensive, 
under all circumstances, is clearly the policy of this 


nation. But viewing her 3,000 miles of seaboard, her | 


commercial relations and maritime character, a navy, 
barely sufficient to secure respect to her flag and safe- 
ty to her citizens abroad in times of profound peace, is 
by no means calculated properly to Satisfy such a 


policy. It demands that ample supplies of imple- | 


ments and munitions of war be furnished ; that all the 
imperishable articles of stores and outfits, necessary 
to a prompt equipment of a naval force, should be 
collected at convenient points, and carefully lodged 
in store-houses, ready for use; that officers should be 
educated and rained 

every ship with her due complement; and that be- 
sides the ie cities, a few points of convenient situa- 


tion along the coast, easy of access and of suitable har- | 


bors, should be strongly fortified and protected, to af- 
ford a shelter-and a place of retreat from the enemy, 
where our vessels might repair damages, obtain re- 
freshments, send in prizes, or collect for the purpose 
of attack. 

Such should be the situation of the navy, and such 
the condition of the seaboard, before those measures 
of precaution be effected which it becomes a wise 


people to adopt. But, let us return to the navy as it} 


is. We have seen that it is not prepared for wy 
and judging from what has already been saic 
present condition, one may safely conclude that it is 
as unfit for war as it is for peace. Therefore, 1 deem 
it needless to my purpose to detain you, while I ac- 
cuinulate evidence for the establishment of a fact 
which stands out in bold relief before the eyes of a 
whole nation, and is obvious to every one that looks 
to the seaboard. 


( Concluded next week.) 
ARMY, NAVY, AND MARINE UNIFORMS. 
JOHN SMITH, (late of West Point,) would respectfully in 
form the officers of the army and aavy, that be is now enabled 
to furnish tc the different corps their uniform complete, all made 
of the best materials, and forwarded with despatch. 
To prevent errors, the Legislature of New York has authorized 


him to change his name to Joun S. FRASER 5 therefore all letters 


ill be addressed to JOHN 8S. FRASER 
nerareh 5_-tf oe ee 168 Pearl street,New York. 











in sufficient numbers to supply 
t 


of its! 


near Philadelphia, on Monday, July 6th, for the ex- 
amination of those midshipmen whose warrants bear 
date prior to the Ist of January 1835. 

The Board is composed of Commodore James 
|Brppre, Captains D. Conner, T. H. Stevens, J. 
D. Stoat, and F. H. Gregory. The Mathemati- 
‘eal Examiners are Professors T. H. Perry, and 
D. McCronre. 





The Court Martial in the case of Commodore Ex- 
‘LrotT adjourned on Monday last. As soon as the de- 
‘cision can be obtained, we shall publish it, and shall 
get through the testimony as rapidly as possible. 


i 
] 





We are informed that Lieuts. Penpercrast, Du 
, Pont, Missroon and Gopon, who were sent home 
iby Commodore Hux in consequence of some mis- 
understanding on points of etiquette, have been or- 
| dered by the Navy Department to return to the Medi- 


_terranean for duty on board the Ohio. 





ITEMS. 

CuaAres Dimmock, Esq., late of the U. S. army, 
was elected President and General agent of the Ports- 
mouth and Roanoke Railroad Company, on the 16th 
inst., vce Col. ANDREW JOYNER, resigned. 

Epwin T.Jencxes publishes a card it the St. Au- 
gustine News of the 12th inst., in which he acknow- 
| ledges himself deeply indebted to Col Gates, Lieut. 
Ripcety, and W. Kennepy, of the army, for their 
personal exertions and aid in removing a portion of 
his property from his house, after it had been sur- 
rounded by Indians a few days previously. 


The steamboat Kanzas burst one of her boilers in 
Mobile bay on the 12th inst—no lives lost. The cap- 
tain acknowledges the marked attention and kindness 
of Lieut. Smoor, of the Revenue service, who came 
instantly, with hands to render assistance. 

ARRIVALS AT WASHINGTON. 


June 14—Mid. T. H. Patterson, navy, opp. Fuller’s 
18—Purser W.P. Zantzinger, do., opp. City Hall 











Capt. J. J. Abercrombie, Ist infy., Fuller's 
22—Capt. G. C. Hutter, 6th infy., Gadsby’s 
23—Surgeon R. C. Wood, army, ”. do. 
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PASSENGERS. an impression on landsmen, but what do they avail 
Savannan, June 8, per brig Madison, from New| with seamen, or an enemy? Neatness and cleanli- 
York, Lieut, J. McKinstry, of the army. June 11, per} ness should be always preserved; but not a neatness 
steamboat Isis, from Black creek, Lieut. L. P. Gra-| that impairs usefulness, or a cleanliness that affects 
ham, and Dr. I.. C. McPhail, of the army. injuriously the health and comfort of a crew. Frip- 
Cuarieston, June 15, per steam packet Wilmington, pery may become a yacht or packet, but not a ship 
from Wilmington, Lieut. W. Alburtis, of the army.|of war. © They are designed for sterner purposes than 
June 6, per steam packet C. Vanderbilt, from Wil-) empty show, and their appearance should be in keep- 
mington, Col. S. H. Long, of the army, and son. Per|jne and bespeak their character. 
steam packet Beaufort District, from Savannah, Lieut.| >’ 
L. P. Graham, and Dr. L. C. McPhail, of the army. 


Se a ee 


It must be obvious to all acquainted with a ship-of- 
war, that it does not require the exercise of much 
ingenuity to employ every moment of time usefully 
anc agreeably. A new source (to the yak aspe- 
r 7 rh cially) may be derived from the drill and instruction 
RAN AL DISCIPLINE. of apprentices and young landsmen.- The young offi- 

‘s In time of peace.” eers, too, are deserving of, and the best interests of 

This appears to be a plea frequently offered in | the country require, that they should receive judi- 
extenuation of remissness in duty, and every relaxa- | cious instruction and close attention. I would there- 
tion of discipline in the service. Should it be re-| fore recommend a return to the old employments to 
marked, the guns are not exercised so frequently as attain skill, and the old practices (in most particu- 
they should be, the reply is at hand, often enough lars) to acquire and retain discipline. There are 
“in time of peace.” Careless and slovenly evolu- many improvements adopted in the navy since those 
tions, an undisciplined crew, inadequate punishment days, for which I am an advocate. Keep in the front 
for grave offences, all find a palliative “in time of rank of the age in all that is useful, must be our 
peace.” The truth is, this plea is a mere attempt to’ motto. Alaudable ambition to excel should be en- 
excuse a culpable neglect of duty, especially when couraged, but that desire must be confined to objects 
urged by those who should show “an example in of utility. I remember to have seen a frigate (after- 
themselves,” and enforce a strict attention to duty in wards distinguished during the war) lying at single 
others, more particularly in those essentials by a due anchor with 50 fathoms of cable on end. The cap- 
observance of which a ship can alone be rendered tain ordered her under way. In eight minutes her 
efficient and capable of performing all that the nation anchor was “ catted and fished,” royals set and trim- 
has a right to require from her. ;med by the wind, and crew “piped down.” This 

Peace is the time to repare for successful opera- could not be surpassed at the present day, though 
tions in war. It is only in ships where discipline. with practice it might be equalled. Emulation and 
prevails that our young officers and seamen can be desire to excel filled every bosom. Our ships sailed 
vis he to sustain the high reputation of our flag. in company, and when this is again more frequently 

y discipline and skill our’ships were enabled during the case, the same spirit will revive. The practice 
the war with Great Britain to perform exploits which, then was, to perform every evolution, however trifling 
were not the facts established, would be deemed in- in itself, as if the fate of the ship depended on the 
credible. I allude particularly to the annihilation of celerity of its performance. It became a habit, and 
adversaries in a few moments—the capture of oppo- when necessify arose there was no hurry or excite- 
nents in almost every encounter. These-events oc- ment or confusion. All was order and propriety, the 





Communications. 














curred, opposed to an enemy not a whit inferior in- 


courage or seamanship, and that, by their prowess, 
had become the “ Mistress of the Ocean.” If it is 
asked, to what are we then to attribute such unparal- 
leled success? the answer is, superiority in discipline 
and practice. When was this skill acquired? «In 
time of peace.” How? By constant exercise. 

The ill-fated Chesapeake had been surprised ‘in 


time of peace.” The lesson was not lost on those | 


who at that time figured in the drama, nor should it 
be thrown away on us. One such event should be a 


warning forever. Many of those worthies lived to’ 


wash away the stain, and raise our standard to its 
resent height. Shall it ever again be exposed toa 
ike disaster? The answer depends on the manner 
in which those to whom its honor is confided dis- 
charge the sacred trust. Skill and discipline achiev- 
ed its present renown, and by these attainments alone 
it can be preserved. By what process they can be 
acquired, is known jo every one, . 


A strict and steady discipline is not more essential 
to efficiency than it is conducive to the comfort and 
happiness of all concerned. We know that employ- 
ment on board a ship-of-war is at all times necessary 
as a constituent of happiness. The question is, in 
what shali this employment consist? Shall it be in 
tanly and warlike exercise, or in the dull monotony 
of polishing “bright work?” In our palmy days 
ships were not so bedizened perhaps with ornament, as 
some are now, but were quite as neat and efficient. 
If my memory serves, that ship was considered in the 
“best order” that exercised her guns, performed 
evolutions at sea, “‘ came to,”’ and “ got underway?” 
in the smartest and most seamanlike manner, and not 
the one who made the most showy appearance in 
port. Paint, white-wash, and brass will always make 


ee Peet teens, redines teasteean staan 


beauty and perfection of a man-of-war. The “smart: 
est ship in the squadron” was a distinction every 
officer, man and boy, coveted for the one to which he 
belonged, and ait his exertions were directed to the 
attainment of that enviable distinction. This perfec- 
tion was acquired “in time of peace.”? The proof of 
|its efficacy was displayed in the first, and every other 
_ encounter. 

I repeat, a “time of peace”’ is the most suitable for 
these purposes, and should be improved. Under the 
guns of an enemy is not the best situation to organize 
and discipline a crew. It must be done now. 


AMERICAN COMMERCE. 
AN INCREASE OF THE NAVY NECESSARY TO ITS COM- 
PLETE PROTECTION. 

*¢ We should profit by the experience of the past.” 

When a nation becomes commercial, she brings 
herself in competition with the whole world; and as 
that commercial prosperity increases, the commercial 
prosperity of other nations decreases in nearly the 
same ratio, which engenders a spirit of jealousy 
against her. This is an axiom which is fully proved 
by the commercial statistics of the United States; 
and it also shows the necessity of giving to the com- 
merce of the country a full and adequate protection 
on the ocean. In adducing this proof, it will be 
necessary to show the rise and progress of the com- 
merce of the United States, compared with that of 
Europe, and the depredations committed upon it 
by those powers while the United States were at 
peace with all nations. I will also show that the de- 
predations upon the commerce of the United States 
resulted from a deficiency in the defences of the coun- 
try. This I will prove, and defy a refutation. 
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The following statistical account of the commerce 
of the United States, drawn from authentic sources, 
within itself, would fuily prove my assertions; but I 
intend they shall be a foundation upon which I will 
build the superstructure of my reasonings, and draw 
from them arguments to prove the above assertions, 
and the absolute necessity of an increase of the navy. 

The periodical progress of the export trade of the 
United States is exhibited by the following statement: 
Total value of exports from the United 

States in 1795, 

do, 
Increase in 5 years, 


$67,064,097 
19,012,041 
17,553,268 


do, 1780, 


Increase in five years, $48,052,056 


Total exports in 1800, 94,115,925 








Increase in 19 years, 75,103,884 


_—— 














Total exports in 1895, 101,536,936 
Increase in 15 years, 82,524,922 
Total value of exports from the U. S. 

when they arrived at their maximum 

in 1806, 108,343,150 








Increase in 16 years, $39,331,109 
The very cause which had so astonishifgely pro- | 
moted our prosperity, now became the instrament of | 
its oppression and ruin; that which had been most | 
desired in Europe seemed about to be accomplished ; ' 
our export trade, after having, in the course of 16 
years, from 1790 to 1896, acquired an augmentation | 
of $59,331,109, was, in 1807, in an instant, (by the | 
embargo of 1896,) reduced to the aggregate of | 
$22,450,960, only $1,677,862 more than the amount | 
in 1791, the second year after the organization of the 
resent government. 
ap rts in 1799, #819,042,041 
do, 


1806, 108,343,150 
in 1807, 22,430,960 


1807, | 22,430,960 | 











Differrence, $3,418 919 $85,912,190 
The periodical progress of the import trade of the 
United States is exhibited by the foliowing statements: | 








Total value of imports in 1790, $52,200,000 | 
do do in 1795, 69,758,268 ! 
Increase in 5 years, 17,558,268 


91,252,768 | 





Imports in 180%, 


39,052,763 


120,000,000 | 


Increase in 10 years, 





Imports in 1895, 


Inercase in 15 years, 67,800,000 





Total value of imports in 1807, when 


they arrived at their maximum, 138,500,000 
Increase in 17 years, 76,300,000 


Imports, as affected by the British, 
French, Danish, and Neapolitan de- 
crees, and the embargo of 1806, 

Before they were affected by the above 
circumstances, 1807, 


56,990,000 
138,500,000 





Difference, 71,510,000 

Loss of trade, as affected by the British, 
French, Danish, and Neapolitan de- 
crees, and the embargo of 1806: 

Exports, 

Imports, . 


89,331,109 
76,300,000 


Grand total, $185,631, 109 





The domestic productions of the United States, ex- 
ported during the ten years, commencing on the Ist 
October, 1802, and ending on the 80th September, 
1812, in the aggregate, were estimated at $374,445,834 
The foreign merchandize re-exported 

during the above period, was estima- 


ted at 805,635,639 
Making the valne of exports of every 
description amount to $608,181,473 


The annual value of the exports of Great Britain, 
calculated on the average value of nine years, from 
1776 te 1784,amounted to £ 16,000,000,or $70,000,000; 
only $2,381,853, more than that of the exports from 
the United States, calculated on the average of the 
ten years, from 1802 to 1812. 

During the year commencing on the Ist October, 
1306 and terminating on the 30th September, 1807, the 
export trade arrived at ils maximum of $108,343,150 
And during the year commencing the 

Ist October, 1806, and ending the 

30th September, 1807, the import 

trade arrived at its maximum of 138,500,000 
Making a total of $246,843,150 
During the fiscal year commencing Ist 

October, 1807, and ending the 30th 

September, 1808, the export trade 

fell to $22,430,960 
And during the same year, 

the import trade fell to 


56,990,000 79,420,960 





Making a difference between the two 
years of 

In addition to the above, we can place 
the depredations of the British on 
our commerce, from 1803 to 1808, 
at 17,400,000 
French, 11,160,000 
Neapolitan, 940,000 
Danish, 1,400,000 


$167,422,190 


Making a total of 30,900,000 





And when we add to this the grand 
total of loss of commerce, we have 
standing against us the vast amount $216,531,109 


The above account presents a faint view of the dis- 
tressed condition of our foreign commerce at a time 
when we were said to be at peace with all nations ; 
when our merchant vessels were not permitted to be 
armed, and reprisals were unauthorized. 

It therefore appears that the trade of the United 
States, which was in a flourishing condition before 
the British Orders in Council, the French Berlin and 
Milan Decrees, the Neapolitan and Danish seizures, 
and was only $2,381,853 less than that of Great 
Britain, was in an instant swept from the ocean. 

The demon spirit, jealousy, which is inherent in the 
nations of Europe, was aroused at our commercial 

rosperity, which did not pass unobserved by them. 
t was there conceived that the youngest of civilized 
nations had advanced toc rapidly; in it was perceived 
an infant Hercules! Our freedom, and the tendency 
of our civil institutions, did not accord with the views 
and policy of the superannuated monarchies of 
Europe ; it was determined to arrest our progress, 
and to check that influence which we might acquire 
amongst nations. The powers of Europe, who were 
at that time ren Pisin, irritated and at war, could 
not passively permit us to aggrandize ourselves, es- 
ecially when it was to be the consequence of their 
oss and depreciation. They imposed numerous and 
vexatious restrictions upon our foreign commerce, in 
consequence of which we were ultimately made a 
belligerent. Great Britain saw with anxiety, that her 
former colonies had become her most dangerous rival, 
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and considered it possible that it might surpass her in | of Europe in ablaze. We may then expect the same 
the amount of her former commerce. The war which results fom the same causes: the destruction of for- 
she had declared ar France was made the instra- eigu commerce will increase ours ; depredations, de- 
— i Pye: tee sg asap prs ; her events io as rs Kis et fee duties, agit ret will 
exhibited under the form of numerous interdictions, | follow. iat, then, have we, to protect our com- 
blockades, and orders in council. She even attempted | merce and prevent this result ? Have we increased 
to make us tributary to her, by exacting an enormous ; our navy, to keep pace with those of Europe, or equal 
transit duty for our domestic productions, when they to the wants of the country, in an event likely to hap- 
were carried to the ports of other nations! France| pen? 
and Spain, witnessing our dilatoriness to redress these | The navy of America consists of 11 line of battle 
ievances, and knowing our feebleness, soon adopted | ships, two of which are rotten, and for want of a dry 
ostile proceedings, under titles of arréts, counter | dock at New York cannot be repaired; four on the 
orders, and decrees, which they alleged were founded stocks and could not be prepared for sea under ten 
on the principles of retaliation ; and finally we had | months; 16 frigates, 21 sloops of war, 15 smaller ves- 
the alternative of an abandonment of the ocean, or sels, and two steamers building: in all 65. In modern 
that of taking a part in the war, presented for our de- | warfare every vessel below the class of a frigate will 
termination.’ become useless, and it is even asserted that frigates 
The above statistics are matters of history, and are, will have to yield to large class steamers. This is 
only produced to prove my first assertion, ‘when a ather coubtful; but there is no doubt that every sail- 
nation becomes commercial,” &c,&c. We find the ing vessel below that class would, in time of war, be 
commerce of the U. States from the years, 1795, | Soon swept from the ocean. Our former power of an- 
to 1806, extending to every portion of the world, and noying an enemy’s commerce will be completely cut 
increasing every year; while that of Great Britain, | off by the introduction of steamers in the navies of 
from various causes, was gradually contracting, and Europe. This,ina great measure, has brought us on 
diminishing her revenue. The commerce of I rance | a par with other nations in point of annoyance. An 
was nearly swept from the ocean, first by British cap- | American privateer will cease to be a terror to foreign 
tures, and secondly, by an increase of American com-;commerce. We will have to resort to the same means 
merce. The Danes began to be seriously affected by of defence introduced into other navies, by adopting 
American enterprise, and most of the Neapolitan trade , steam and increasing the number of large ships. Pre- 
was carried on in American vessels. We therefore suming that small vessels will be useless under the 
find, as American commerce increased, foreign de- modern system of warfare, the American navy would 
creased, which proves my assertion. | be, inthe event of a war,reduced to 44 sea going vessels, 
The next is to ‘* show the necessity of giving to com- | as the small vessels would not dare to show themselves 
merce a full and adequate protection.” The proofhas | on the ocean. They could be used for harbor defence, 
been fully exhibited by the depredations on our com- and for this kind of defence, floating batteries, and stea- 
merce, when the powers of Europe thought us too feeble , mers are considered ” iy ea England has about fift 
to protect it. Our coast was defenceless ; we had not steamers,mounting from two to thirty guns,of large call- 
a vessel of greater force than a frigate, while the bre. France about the same;a number sufficient to drive 
navies of iy peuapie’ cep of mre verre pew ~ ae avery vey aa or na td oes ep 
well equipped, and experienced officers. 0 wonder co e ed out inthe U. 8. Private individuals 
then, that depredations were committed on dur com-/ will no longer be able to engage in a future war waged 
merce ; it is only surprising, that it was not destroyed , by the U.S. The expense of building and equipping 
at once. a war steamer would alone deter them, and they coulc 
America declared war against Britain with a navy ; not fit out privateers. Therefore the whole burthen 
of 1,070 ships, when her own consisted of ten fri- | of a future war will have to be sustained by the Gov- 
gates, oy s sen of sere? on oe rage Resa aie ag An that portion of riggs ao Bae 
he lost during the war twelve of this fleet, worth, teers,) which was so successful in cutting u e 
ye one million of dollars, leaving at the end of the’ British commerce in the late war, will ina future 
war only eight of the original vessels. There were war be rendered useless. The privateers may be 
captured from Britain nine vessels, three frigates and , considered as composing a part of the American navy 
six smaller vessels, worth about $510,000, leaving a. during the late war. Having lost this portion of de- 
balance against us of $490,000. The naval force of fence by the introduction of steam into naval warfare, 
America was compelled to avoid the regular cruising | we must add in the same ratio of this loss to the navy 
nd of the enemy, to keep clear of her large squad- | proper, either steamers or large ships, or both; as either 
rons. The consequence was, one squadron of the | of this class of vessels cannot be built in a hurry, the 
enemy captured of American commerce, $1,300,000, | one in consequence of having to collect massive mate- 
which was sent in and condemned. While our com- | rials, the other in consequence of having to construct 
merce areal? no ay gry mee iy : Great sta | their angines, — a is the popes pared fo pre- 
was convoyed across the Atlantic by large squadrons, ' pare, and to teach the officers and crews how to man- 
.of sufficient force to deter the American ships of war | age them. 
from approaching them. Twenty six years have not} In the increase of the navy, it must not wholly consist 








effaced the scenes enacted by the British at South 
Hampton and Havre de Grace. We should not forget 
that the whole of the Chesepeake bay was occu- 
ied by the enemy’s ships; and that one hundred Bri- 
ish pendants floated along the shores of the bay un- 
molested. aoe ‘ 
It may be supposed that similar events may not again 
occur, which caused the late war. Those who supppose 
this, cannot be familiar with the. present situation of 
Europe. Twenty six years of peace have enabled 
France to extend her commerce and become the third 
commercial nation; besides, she has increased her ma- 
nufactures, many of them excelling England. Russia 
is also extending her commerce, while that of Eng- 
land stands where it was (or about that)at the end of 
the late war. The commercial and political jnterests 
of the nations of Europe conflict, the elements of war 
are afloat, and it only requires a spark to set the whole 








in building an useless number of ships, and allow them 
to decay on the stocks, or at their moorings. Activity 
and efficiency must be the fulerums,. around which is 
directed the increase. It is at the fountain head from 
which these motives should spring; if the source of 
the fountain is dull, we must not expect the stream 
active. The drone, drunkard, peculator, and above 
all the avaricious pension hunter, should be driven 
from the navy. It should be instilled into the officer, 
‘his first duty is to his country.” Our ships should 
not be made for freighting old stones from antiquated 
ruins, sarcophagi, asses, tessel-tail-taggers, misnamed 
Arabian horses, under the pleas of orders issued to 
convey seeds and curiosities to the country for its 
benefit. We mean not here to cast reflections on the 
navy; but think if any such do exist, the navy should 
be culled of them and that the corps which has grown 
up under the spirits of a Decatur, Perry, M’Donough, 
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Hull, and a Porter, should remain uncontaminated. It 
cannot be expected, in so large a corps, there would 
not be some few who may forget they are expected to 
devote their whole time, talents and energies to their 
country. While engaged in its service, America “ ex- 
pects every man to do his duty.” 

R. L. D. 





ARMY CLOTHING. 
A writer in the Chronicle last winter, over the sig- 
nature of a “ Poor Subaltern,” undertook to point out 


some of the glaring absurdities of the present dress of 


“the army; but his style was too off-hand, to produce 
* much impression, we think. 

Although we agree with Poor Subaltern, yet let us 
consider the matter more coolly, as it is one of vital 
importance to the good of the service. 

e take it for granted, that there are none, who 
would wish to maintain, that the army-has arrived at 


=? 


for about a month, until said clothing can be inspect- 
ed, pulled to pieces, cut over again, and made up 
anew, to suit the forms of its respective wearers. 
Nor is this a picture of the imagination, for it is sus- 
tained by facts. Did not the 4th artillery last year 
receive their annual inundation of dry-goods at New 
York, before they went to camp Washington, on the 
Ist June, and was it not near the 4th of July before 
they could appear in uniform on parade? 

The experience of that encampment also proves 
another thing worth remembering, namely: that white 
|or summer clothing, is unnecessary, Every one who 
‘was there, very well remembers, that the habitual 
'dress of the men was their blue cloth jackets and pan- 
_taloons, and we have heard some officers of taste, and 
also experience in the line, express the opinion, that 
ithe troops under arms, appeared more military and 
' efficient in that dress, than they did afterwards when 
‘rigged out in their red tails, cocks feathers, and the - 








an entire state of perfection in every respect; and if) rest of the fancy stores, now in use by present regula- | 


there is one particular more than another, in which 
there is room for improvement, all who have sufficient 
experience must admit, that it is that one, upon which 
Wwe now propose to make a few remarks. 

Let us at present consider the clothing for the men, 
leaving the officers to take care of their own band- 
boxes, feathers, and other nick-nacks. What is the 


practical result of the mode of furnishing clothing, | 


now in operation? Why every body knows that it is 
simply this: Almost, (if not) every company in the 
service, is constantly lumbered up with dry-goods, 
enough at any time to open a well assorted clothing, 
shoe, hat and cap store, together with blankets and a 
variety of fancy articles. Also, at the same time, 


each individnal soldier is accountable on inspections, ' 
for at least twice as much clothing as he can possi- | 


bly, with convenience, carry on his person or in his 
knapsack together. And what is this state of things 
owing to? We have heard it suggested, that it is 
probably because one scratch of a pen, at Washing- 
ton, on a sheet of nice foolscap, will represent baggage 
enough to encumber a dozen men. 

Be that as it may, it is an incontrovertible fact, that 
at present, there is too much clothing issued to the 
men; and company commanders are required to keep 
too large a supply on hand. What great and import- 
ant duties has the Quartermaster’s Department to per- 


forin, that they cannot keep and take care of the sur- | 


plus stores for the army? Why encumber a company 
with a year’s supply in advance, thereby most mate- 


rially injuring its activity and efficiency, and running 


great risks of losses or damage, which very frequently 
occur? Is there any necessity for this state of things, 
or is it economical to keep clothing on hand in ad- 
vance, to become moth-eaten and musty, or to be dam- 
aged by wet in transportation with the company in 
open boats, which very frequently occurs? Yet this 
every line-officer knows is the result; so that the 
government is continually subjected to losses, that 
would not occur, if we were only cbliged to take such 
clothing as is required for present use, or three or four 
months supply in advance. 

We certainly do not pretend to know a great deal, 
but can see no reason why there could not be clothing 
depots (and clothing agents if the quartermasters 
have too much to do) at suitable points around the 
frontier, or in the interior, upon whoin the command- 
ers of regiments, posts, or companies, might make 
their requisitions ; and the means of communication 
are now so abundant, that they could at almost any 
time receive such supplies as might be needed from 
the time being, or for a few months in advance. 

Another great advantage would thus be gained. 
Company commanders would make their requisitions 
for the sizes they would actually require for their men. 
As it now is, ohn the yearly supply comes on from 
Philadelphia, (exciting the same feelings in the breasts 
of company officers, as_ the er of a Natchez 
tornado) everything is overwhelmed and prostrated 


| tions. 

A great deal more might be said upon this subject 
without exhausting it; but we leave that for abler 
pens and more experienced heads than our’s, and will 
rest contented for the present, that every officer of the 
line will approve of whit we have said; forit is a no- 
torious fact, that there is something “‘ Rotten in Den- 
mark” about this subject of clothing. 

EXPERIENTIA DOCET. 








7 Bomestic Intelligence. 


FLORIDA WAR. 

We learn that Col. Riley’s command, operating on 
the Withlacoochee, a few days since surprised an In- 
dian camp, two warriors of which were killed, one 

/man and woman and child made prisoners. The In- 
dian was placed under the charge of a sentinel, who, 
falling asleep, allowed his escape. Pursuit was im- 
| mediately made by Capt. J. B. Mason, of the Florida 
Volunteers, who, being in advance of his men, was 
accidently killed by the firing upon the escaping In- 
dian. 
| The Indians who committed the outrages in this 
neighborhood a fortnight ago, and surrounded the 
dwellings at North river, proceeded to the settlement 
at Mandarin, and were reconnoitring about there 














‘when their signs were discovered. A party of 
gentlemen immediately started in pursuit, and came 
upon five of the rascals. They took to a high grass 
pond, and as the party were too small to surround it, 
_the grass was fired, when the fellows escaped under 
the smoke. Their tracks were numerous in and 
| around the settlement.—St. Augustine News, June 12. 
| We learn from a passenger on board the schr. 
| Stephen & Francis, that intelligence had been re- 
ceived at St. Augustine that Col. Green, operating in 
| Middle Florida, had come in contact with a party of 
Indians and succeeded in killing three warriors and a 
/white Man who was with them—also capturing sev- 
eral prisoners.—Charlesion Patriot. 


Col. Harney was to have left Fort King for Fort 
Mellon on the 10th. 

Capt. Bonneville had gone on a scout of 20 days, 
and taken Indian Tom with him. Tom was to be 
sent out to bring in the Indians, but doubts are ex- 
pressed whether he ever returns. 

We see from the above, that something is doing in 
the interior. Keep up constant scouts, -and success 
will follow. Successful Indian fighting is an em- 
ployment of unremitting activity, watchfulness and 
peril.— St. Augustine Herald. 





Mutiny.—Some few weeks since a story went the 
round of the paper, to the effect that a seaman on 
board the U. 8S. sloop of war Ontario, lying off Pen- 
sacola, had been tried for mutiny, condemned and 
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hanged at the yard arm. The story was, however, 
subseqnently corrected by a statement of the fact that 
the seaman was condemned, but pardoned under the 
yard arm. Such indeed was the fact. The seaman, 
whose name is Fleming Livingston, a native of this 
city, and connected with a very respectable family, 
was restored to the service. He arrived in this port 
on board the Ontario, and was here transferred to the 
ship North Carolina. While on the passage home, on 
board the Ontario, in the month of April, it appears 
that Livingston was guilty of a repetition of the hei- 
nous offence previously charged against hin—to wit, 
mutinous and seditious practices, and disobedience? of 
the lawful orders of his superior officers, for which he 
now remains in double irons on board the ship North 
Carolina awaitin? his trial, which is to take place on 
Monday before a cottrt martial on board the ship 
Hudson. The charges are preferted against him by 
Commander J.D. Williamson. John McKeon, Esq. 
will act as Judge Advocate, and Wm. Shaler, Esq. 
will appear in defence of the prisoner.—New York 
Express. 





Condensed from the New York Amertean. 

Tue Navat Court Manrtiat for the trial of Fl.- 
ming Livingston, alluded to in our last, on charges 
preferred against him by Commander J. D. William- 
son, convened on board the Hudsen on Monday, June 
15. Itis composed of— 

Capt. M. C. Perry, President. : 

Captains Gregory, Cooper, Salter. 

Commanders Stringham, Paulding, Graham, McIn- 
tosh, McCluney.* 

J. McKeon, Esq is Jadge Advocate. The prisoner 
is a yellow man. 

Wm. Shaler Esq., counsel for the prisoner. 

Midshipman Rutledge testified to the disobedience 
and resistance of orders ; and abusive and threatening 
language of the prisoner. 

Lt. Farrand’s testimony was similar to that of Mr. 
Rutledge. a 

Midshipman John K. Duer and Lieut. W. E. Hunt 
were also examined on the part of the prosecution. 
Their evidence was similar to that of Midshipman 
Rutledge, going to substantiate the chatges and spe- 
cifications. 

June 16.—The Court met at 11 o’clock. 

The minutes of yesterday was read by the Jadge 
Advocate, who then notified the court that the evi- 
dence onthe part of the prosecution was thus far 
closed. - 

On the part of the defence, Thomas Francis, ship 
cook of the Ontario, colored man, was called. 

The amount of his testimony was, that Midshipman 
Duer, while putting the prisoner in irons, he being 
drunk and hallooing all the while, stamped upon him. 
There was also a contest between the prisoner and 
the master-at-arms, and others—the prisoner resisting 
the order to put him in irons. 

June 17 —After the examination of Francis—John 
Ambler, James Sherwood, Thos. Kirben and Thos. 
Brown, late seamen on board the U.S. ship Ontario, 
were examined for the prisoner. The substance of their 
evidence was that the prisoner was drunk and violent 
in his conduct, and that Midshipman Duer struck the 
prisoner several times while endeavoring to get him 
n irons, and that the prisoner also struck Midship- 
iman Duer. 

June 18.—On the assembling of the court, the 
Judge Advocate read the minutes of the two prece- 
ding days, also the evidence in full. A few unimpor- 
tant errors were corrected, and the minutes were ap- 
proved. 

The counsel for the prisoner then called Wm. H. 
Brown. The testimony of this witness was similar 
to those examined yesterday. 

Michael Burke, called for the prisoner—evidence 
similar to those that preceded him. 

Lt. Farrand was recalled by the prisoner’s counsel, 





Se 


and also Midshipitan Duer, who testified that the 
prisoner attempted several times to bite his legs, while 
the master-at-arms was putting the prisoner in irons, 
the prisoner at the same time calling on the crew to 
assist him. 

June 19.—The minutes and evidence of yesterday 
were read and approved. Prisoner’s counsel then 
stated to the court three material witnesses had pro- 
mised to appear but had not, and reqnested the court 
to adjourn over until to morrow morning at 11 o’clock, 
the court consented, and adjourned accordingly. 

June 20.—John Haines, Thomas McCarty, and 
Joseph Haines, were examined. No new testimony, 
however, was elicited; and the counsel for the pri- 
soner proceeded to open his defence. 


Derence or Commopore Etriott.—On Saturday 
morning Mr. Dallas, counsel for Com. Elliott, read 
the defence of his client. The place was ¢rowded 
with listeners, and among the audience was a number 
of ladies. The address took about three hours and a 
half to read, being necessarily long, from the number 
of charges alleged. against the defendant and the 
voluminous character of the evidences, the hearing of 
which occupied the attention of the Court for five 
successive weeks. These were classed by Mr Dallas 
under seven distinct heads, each of which was com- 
mented upon. After the reading of the defence, the 


|room was cleared and the Court remained in private 


session until fear six o’clock, without agtceing upon 
a verdict; it then adjourned to meet again this morn- 
ing.—Philadelphia Ledger, June 22. ~ 

Courr MArtrat cAsE.—We have not heard that 
a decision has been received yet in the case of 
Commodore Elliott, but we are informed that Com- 
modore Jones on Monday directed his sword to be re- 
turned to hiin. This we take as evidente that the 
decision in his case will not be unfavorable to the 
Comimcdore. It is believed that nine tenths of those 
who have read the defence of Commodore Elliott a¢- 
io him of the charges brought against him.—Jbid, 

une 24. 


Despatches received’ by the War Department from 
Brig. Gen. Atkinson, announce the peaceable remo- 


jval of the whole body of the Winnebigo Indians, 


numbering about seventeen hundred, of the bands of 
the Portaye, from whoui resisiance was atone time 
apprehended. Tie presence of one thousand regu- 
lars contributed to this desirable result. 

Gen. Atkinson proceeds in person to attend to the 
final settlement of these Indians on the land allotted 
to thein west of the Misstssippi river.—Glebve. 


[IMpornTANT INVENTION—FLOATING Dry Dock. 
—We were on Satarday shown a beautiful model of 
the floating dry dock invented by Mr. Joseph T. 
Martin, who has obtained a patent for the same. We 
have not space sufficient to give a minute description 
of it, and can only say that {fom our examination of 
the plan, we were satisfied that it will answer all the 
purposes for which it is intended, and eventually su- 
persede all other kinds of dry docks. It is so con- 
structed that it may be sunk with ease so deep in the 
water as to receive upoii it, ships and ste boats of 
the largest class, and may then be raised by means of 
avery simple and eXpeditious opetation, and is left 
floating with its burthen on the surface. It is built in 
such a mannef that its own buoyancy will bear up the 
heaviest ships. This buoyancy is overcome for the 
purpose of sinking the dock low enough to receive 





the vessel by means of end floats, which are filled 
with water. When this is accomplished, the water is 
easily discharged from the floats and the dock instantly 
rises. 

The patentee has made arrangements to convey the 
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company, and we understand that the work of build-| intoxicated in his section room of the Military Acade- 
ing a dock upon this plan is to be commenced im-jmy, or any where else since his first connection with 
inediately.—N. Y. Sun. e that institution; it being proved that his habits are 
strictly temperate; and also the court is of opinion, 


We understand that a new lantern has just been put | that there is no ground for the further allegation that he 





~~ we ee ee me 


en the main light-house at Cape Henlopen, with 18| said any thing to the two sections of cadets under his 


lamps and 18 large reflectors, constructed and fixed by 


the well known, experienced and enterprising Wins- | 
low Lewis, Esq., of Boston, under the immediate | 


mstruction, or to either of them, the day before Christ- 
mas last, that he would give them, respectively, short 
lessons for the next recitation, under the expectation 





superintendence of H. Whitely, Esq., Collector for | that they would be drank, or be engaged in drinking 
yer . ‘ oO. ae eo ., | the following day; or said any thing whatever, calcu- 
the District of Delaware, which, it is said, for bril-|; , Bae .- ta . 
Rance wl'éancentidh. sak bable utility a i\lated to suggest, to encourage, or to approve of drink- 
deusaben PI fixed let n oreo dee not @X- | ing among the cadets, on Christmas or any otherday? 
-eded by any fixed light on our coast.—Pennsylvanian. | on the contrary, it is clear from the testimony that Lt. 
Shiras said to the two sections respectively, consisting 
The Norfolk Herald and Beaton state, upon the) of new cadets, that he would give them short lessons 
tie a ena ~ hb A. a ogden | for the next recitation, and advised them to study those 
ust arrived at that port from the Pacific, that the loss lessons ‘ oveni suse ew 
of the Sea Gull atid Wer anfortunate officers and ew | fall oh ed sagas hy 2% y mean at os ™ perteiet 
: ea Anto rs and crew | fullowing day would be a genera holiday, or period of 
is placed beyond the possibility of adoubt. A careful | idleness, with the exception of divine service in the 
survey of the island Diego Ramirez, (upen which she | chapel: and the court is further of opinion, founded on 
was supposed to have been lost) and aclose examina-|the testimony in the case, that the whole conduet of 








tion of all points contiguous with the usual signals 
of relief being at hand, manifested, too clearly shows, 
that the worldly sutfering of those attached to this ill 
fated vessel are forever at an end. 


Governor Sewanp.+This distinguished funetion- 
ary yesterday visited the U. 8. ship North Carolina 
and the navy yard, by invitation of Commodore Ren- 
shaw, the gentlemanly and courteous commander of 
the yard and station at this port. The Governor, ' 
who was accompanied by several personal friends, | 
ladies and gentlemen, was received on board the’ 
North Carolina with the customary salute of seven- | 
teen guns. After examining every part of this noble 
vessel, the party embarked in boats for the navy yard, 
where the Governor was received by the officers of 
the yard, and the whole corps of marines under Capt. 
Harris, was outin honor of the distinguished visiter. 
After viewing the Arabian ship Sultanee, the company 
proceeded to the commodore’s house, where refresh- 
ments had been provided, and where they were re-, 
ceived with a courtesy gratifying to Governor Seward, 
and hmorable to the distinguished and accomplished 
officer in command of this station —N. Y¥. Sunday 
Atlas. 





The Artemise, French frigate, commanded by 
Capt. Laplace, has arrived in the roads of Lorient, 
fromfie south seas, after four years’ absence ona 
voyae of discovery. Many privations were encoun- 
tere¢ and several of the crew died. The officers 
brig with them a large collection of shells, birds, 
angother rare and curious objects, from Cochin Chi- 
najd the Pacific ocean. Several cases containing 
veptables and young plants of tea, have been placed | 
pwisionally in the conservatories of the maritime | 
eR steibe at Lorient. | 
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| OFFICIAL. <o | 


pare 5 IIEAD QUARTERS OF THE ARMY, |} 
IRDERS, Apsttranr Generav’s Orricr, 
No. 31. 5) Washington, June 15, 1840. 


I...The Court of Inquiry instituted by direction of} 
re President of the United States, whereof Brevet | 
Aajor General W. Scott is President, and which con- | 


Lieut. Shiras, at the Military Academy, whether as 
officer, as gentleman, or as first assistant professor in 
the department of Mathematics, has been exemplary.” 
II...The proceedings in the foregoing case have been 
submitted to the President, and are approved. 
By ornper or Atexanper Macoms, 
Major-General- Commanding-in- Chief: 
L. THOMAS, 
Assistant Adjutant General 
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Military Imtelligence. 


Medical department.—Order No. 24, May 8, 1840, 
from the head quarters, E. D., army of the south, di- 
rects the re-establishment of a general hospital at Pico- 
lata, and assigns Surgeon C, McDougall to the charge 
of it. All arrangements being completed, Surgeon 
MeD. will announce his readiness to receive the sick 
from the surrounding posts. The following detail, as 
attendants, is made: Shaffer, hospital steward; two 
privates from the 3d arty., two from the 2d ana two 
from the 7th infy. Asst. Sur. J. Byrne, to report for 
duty at head quarters 7th infy. Resignation of Asst- 
Sur. G. R. Clarke, accepted June 17. 

Ordnance Department.—Captain Ramsay, ordered 
temporarily to command of arsenal at Augusta, Geo. 
Leave to Lieut. J. F. Lee for 4 months, when relieved 
by Lt. Wainwright in command of arsenal at Little 
Rock. Lieut. Dearborn on temporary leave of ab- 
sence. 

2d Artillery—While Col, Bankhead’s regiment of 
artillery were going through their firings in a field ad- 
joining the barracks this morning, two recruits had their 
arms blown off by the premature discharge ofa cannon. 
— Buffalo Journal. 

Ath Artillery.—¥ ort Mackinac, re-oceupied 18 May, 
1840, by company H, Capt. Harvey Brown. 

let Infantry.—Capt. Abercrombie, on general re- 
cruiting service at Baltimore. 

2d Infantry.—Capt. T. Morris, on general recruit- 
ing service at Utica, N. Y. - ' 

3d Infantry.—Lcave until Sept. 20, to Lieut. J. L. 
Coburn. 

4th Infantry.—Leave until July 31, to Lieut. W. 
G. Grandin. 

5th Infantry.—Leave for 3 months from leaving post, 
to Lieut. C. L. Stevenson. 

6th Infantry.—Capt. G. C. Hutter, on general re- 





. r ; : sruiting service ¢ ynchburg, Va. 
ened at West Point, New York, pursuant to Genera} | UMS Service at Lyt "S> 


A | 
Orders, No. 23, of May 5, 1840, ‘* for the purpose of | 
investigating the moral condition and discipline of the | 
Military Academy, and also the charges affecting the | 
moral conduct of Lieut. Shiras, according to his re-| 
quest,” has reported the following in relation to the 
case of Ist Lieut. .2. E. Shiras, 4th artillery. 
“The court, after full consideration of the ample 
testimony taken in this case, is of opinion, that there has 
been no ground whatever for the report or allegation, 





LETTERS ADVERTISED. 
PuiLtaApEeLPuis, June 15, 1840. 
Anmy.—Capt. G. D. Ramsay. 
Navy.—Lieut. ©. W. Chauncey, Purser J. Hamble- 


ton, Lieut. H. K. Hoff, Lieut. G. J. Pendergrast 2, 


Mid. S J. Shipley, Mid. M. ©. Watkins, Dr. L. Wolf- 
ley. 
le LETTER REFUsED.—Charleston, June 20, (be- 





that Lieut, Shiras was ever, in the slightest degree, 


lieved to have been dated at Fort King ) 
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ORDERS. 
June 15—P. Mid. W. H. Ball, depot of charts, &c. 


17—Lieut. F.- Buchanan, leave 3 months, having 
returned from Pacific. 

1S—Comm’r. I. Mayo, relieved from special duty 
under Capt. Perry, and leave 3 months. : 

19—Professors ‘I’. H. Perry and D. McClure, exami- 


nation of Midshipmen at Philadelphia. 
90—Lieut. T. A. Hunt, detached from rec’g ship at 


Boston, and leave'’3 months. 
Asst. Sur. E. H. Conway, naval hospital, Norfolk. 


Asst. Sur. J. W. B. Greenhow, steamer Fulton. 


ae 
—_———— 











Marval Inielligence. 
U.S. VESSELS OF WAR REPORTED. 

Steamer Poinsett, Lieut. Com’dt. W. I. Lynch, lefi 
Norfolk on Saturday, 13th inst., on a visit to Peters- 
burg, Va., where her arrival was greeted with every 
demonstration of joy; she returned to her anchorage off 
the naval hospital on Wednesday following. 

Schr. Flirt, Lt. Com’dt. J. T. McLaughlin, arrived 
at.St. Augustine, on the 11th inst., from Ponsandi. via 
Key West; crew all well 

Sloop of war Preble, Comm’r. Breese, from Ports- 
mouth, ( N. H.,) bound to Labrador, arrived at Halifix 
on the 10th instant. 

East Inpia squapron.—Frigate Columbia, Commo. 
Read, from Callao and Rio Janeiro, arrived at Boston 
on Saturday afternoon, June 13. She has been absent 
from the U.S. about 25 months, having sailed from 
Norfolk May 6th, 1838, on a cruise to the Pacific 
Ocean, China Sea, &c. She left Callao March 9, and 
Rio Janeiro May 6, in company with ship John Adams, 
the lattef to touch at Martinique. An unusual degree 





of mortality has prevailed on board the Columbia dur- | 


ing her cruise—she has lost seventy-seven of her crew. 
The following is a list of her officers: 

Commodore Geo. C. Reav, Esq., Lieutenants Geo. 
A. Magruder, J. W. Turk, J. S. Palmer, *( flag,) Jos. 
W. Revere, (acting,) Master E. Jenkins, Purser F. 
G. McCauley, Flcet Surgeon J. Hasictt, Liewt, Ma 
rines D. D. Baker, Acting Chaplain F. W. ‘Yaylor, 
/Ass’t Surgeons W. E. Coale, and R. J. Harrison, 
Passed Midshipmen J. McCormick, and D, R. Craw- 


. ford, Midshipmen J. N. Barney, C. Sinkler, E Don- 


aldson, J. L. Toomer, J. M Dunean, C. Fauntleroy, 
Dorsey Read, W. Green, W. B. Fitzgerald, and W. 
A. Henry, Professor of Mathematics H. J. Belcher, 
Boatswain J. Mills, Gunner J. Martin, Carpentier T. 
Johnson, Sailmaker Benjamin Crow. 

Ship John Adams. which left Rio Janeiro in compa- 
ny with the Columbia, arrived below Boston on Mon- 
day, June 15; she lost 23 scamen during her absence 
from the U.S. The following is a list of her officers: 

Commander Tuos. W. Wyman, Lieuts. A. H. Foot, 
T. Turner, E. R. Thomson, A. H. Kilty, G. B. Mi- 
nor, Purser D. Fauntleroy, Muster Robert B. Pegram, 
Passed Assistant Surgeon J. A. Lockwood, Assistant 
Surgeon Joseph Beale, Passed Midshipman EF. C. 
Ward, Midshipmen J. V. Hixon, J. Q. Adams, R. B. 
Riell, J. W. Wainwright, J. H. Spotts, D. M. Fair- 
fax, C. T. Crocker, W. H. Thompson, R. H. Wyman, 
Professor of Mathematics A. G. Pendleton, Gunner J. 
H. Ryder, Carpenter J. Hayden, Sailmaker Wm. H 
Brayton. 

Paciric squavrox.—Ship Lexington, Capt. John H. 
Clack, 98 days from the Pacific (Valparaiso) and 45 
days from Rio de Janeiro, arrived at Norfolk on ‘Tues- 
day, June 16, and anchored off the Naval Hospital. 

The Lexington has been absent nearly three years, 
having sailed from Boston 20th August, 1837, during 
which time, we learn, she has performed more actual 
seaigervice than any of our men of war. She has run 
over 56,000 miles, and has been 516 days at sea, cruis- 
ing and teuching at the different ports of Chili, Peru, 
‘Colombia and Mexico, crossing the Equator four seve- 
ral times, exposed to a variety of dangers and vicissi- 
tudes, without having lost a man by accident or casu- 
alty. Officers of the Lexington: 








Captain Jony H. Crack, Liewls. W. G. Woolsey, 
John P. Gillis, Surgeon H. S. Coulter, Purser W. P. 
Zantzinger, Acting Master W.S. Schenck, 4ss’t Sur- 
geon J. D. Miller, Passed Midshipmen R. M. Harvey, 
J. H. Sherburne, Midshipmen C. Deas, W. W. Polk, 
J. H. Madison, W. A. McCrohan, Captain’s clerk C. 


H. Watts, Carpenter Patrick Dee, Boatswain W.M. 
Cooper, Sailmaker H. Bacon, Gunner Wm. Burton. 


Mepirerr aNgan squapron.—Frigate Brandywine, Capt. 
Bolton, left Mahon on the 21st April, touching at 
Malaga fora day or two, arrived in the Straits on the 
30th, reached Lisbon on the 8th of May. Ollicers and 
orew all well. On the 18th the frigate was to sail with 
the first fair wind for Cadiz, Tangier, and Gibraltar. 

Wesr Ixpta squapronx.—Frigate Macedonian, Capt. 

L. Rousseau; bearing the broad pendant of Commo. 
Shubrick, and ship Warren, Comm’r. Jamesson, sailed 
from Vera Cruz, June 2, for Tampico. 

Ship Levant, Comm’r. Smoot, at Campeachy, May 

id. 

Ship Erie, Comm’r. Taylor, was passed going into 
Havana,-on the 14th instant. 

Brazit squapron.—Frigate Potomac, Capt. Kearny, 
from Norfolk, bound to Rio Janeiro, was spoken by the 
U.S. ship John Adams, on the 2ist May, latitude 33, 
longitude 65. 
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In Boston, on the 17th instant, JOHN B. DALE, of 
the U. S. navy, toJANE ANNE HUTCHINGS, on- 
ly daughter of Wm. Hanes, Esq. 
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lu Richmond, Va., on the Sth instant, in the 36th 
year of his age, Dr. RICHARD KENNON, formerly 
of the U.S. navy. 

In Hopkinton, N. H., oa the inst., suddenly, 
Mrs. AMANDA. MELYINA GREENE, aged 28, 
wife of H. Wenrwortu Greexs, Esq. Purser U. S 
navy. 

In Brooklyn, N. Y., of the 15th instant, MARIA 
LOUISA, aged 16, younger daughter of the late Sitas 
Bertier, Esq , of the U.S. navy. 

In Newport, R. I , on the 7th instant, Mrs. MARIA 
BOWEN VINTON, aged 27, wiie of the Re). Frax- 
cis Vinvox, formerly of the U.S. army, and datghter of 
Joun Warrier, Esq., of Providence. 














SEMAPHORIC TELEGRAPH. 

Just received, and for sale at the office of the Army an Navy 
Chronicle, 

JOHN R. PARKER'S SEMAPHORIC TELEGRAP\ SIG- 
NAL BOOK and UNITED STATES TELEGRAPH DCA- 
BULARY, in Three Parts; containing, 

The Marine Tr legraph aud Holyhead systems of converition, 
adapied tothe use of the Semaphorie Telegraph, emb\cing 
30,909 words, phrases and sentences, ntumerically arrange for 
conversation between vessels at sea, as well as commuMicdons 
on shore ; 

The Marine Telegraph Register, of 2,900 vessels which ave 
adopted the Semaphoric system of communication withthe 
Marine Telegraph flags. 

Set sof flags, with a designating number aud Signal Book, p- 

phed by, B. HOMANS 

June 15—6m Agent for the Propriets 





MILITARY AND NAVAL ORNAMENTS. 
DELAPIERRE, Imporier and Manufacturer of Milit 

* and Naval Ornaments, and emroiderer in gold and sil¥ 
99 Fulton street, New York, begs leave to tender his services, 
the Officers of the Army and Navy, in the line of his professi¢ 
Enaulettes, and other ornaments, are there to be had of the bh 
kind, and most substantial workinauship. 

B. D. has imported from the most celebrated military elothi 
establishments in London, a small Jot of the identical blne Si 
Velvet, used in the Br-tish service for the corps of Topograph 
cal Engineers, a sample of which is deposited in the clothir 
bureau at Washington, and has bcen approved of by the chief 
the corps. May 21—tf 


i 
OFFICIAL NAVAL REGISTER, ror 1840.—A fevt 
copies for sale at this office. Ap. 2 
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